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Editorial
I t ’s  coming up to my favour i te t ime of  year. Christmas is  a lways the 
same in our house . The Aunt ies are in the k i tchen, cutt ing a l l  the 
food into cubes and arguing about the r ight  way to make custard. 
The Uncles wi l l  s tand around the BBQ, agreeing that  there is  only 
one th ing to do with the lone remain ing sausage . ”Let ’s  leave i t , i t ’ l l 
be a d iamond by d inner t ime .” And the cous ins go to batt le  as  they 
embark upon yet another year of  the “Lego Wars” . Christmas is  a 
t ime for a  break in the rout ine . Normal ly, I  wi l l  do anyth ing to avoid 
shor tbread and fru i t  cake but come Christmas , I ’ l l  eat  them happi ly 
because they came in a  hamper.  I t ’s  a  t ime I  f ind mysel f  in  Bunnings 
ask ing , in  a l l  ser iousness , i f  they g i f t  wrap.  

New Year ’s  Eve is  a l l  about champagne , f i reworks and making 
imposs ib le resolut ions . I  love New Year ’s  resolut ions because 
you can promise anyth ing and come New Year ’s  Day, no-one wi l l 
remember. Ever y year, my resolut ions are the same -   
I  have washed my car once th is  year. In  2015, I  wi l l  wash i t  twice . 
Even i f  i t  doesn’t  need i t . 

There’s  been a bag of  o ld c lothes in my boot for three months . In 
2015, I  wi l l  take them to the Vinnie ’s  b in . And actua l ly  put them in . 
I  wi l l  s top te l l ing people I  have a “Mazda-ar t i” . Especia l ly  the guy at 
the end of  my street who has a  “Maserat i”  and is  c lear ly  not fooled.
I  wi l l  no longer red- l ine or pract ice heel - toe on the school  run. 
So, th is  t ime next year, you wi l l  know that :

•  My car st i l l  looks l ike i t  works down the mines ,
•  My daughter now prefers to take the bus
• And there’ l l  s t i l l  be a bag of  o ld c lothes in the boot . 

There is  one resolut ion that  wi l l  be easy to keep in the coming New 
Year. To get  a long to more MX-5 Club NSW events . With a jam-
packed ca lendar, there are p lenty to choose from. We’ve made i t  an 
easy resolut ion to keep with our 2015 socia l  events p lanner on page 
22 and motorspor ts  p lanner on page 38. 

Wishing you a l l  d iamonds by d inner t ime and a sa fe and happy 
fest ive season. 

Mel Keller
Editor

S P R I N G  2 0 1 4
THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE OF THE MAZDA MX-5 CLUB OF NSW INC.



President: Bryan Shedden 
president@mx5.com.au 0422 340 010

Vice President: Glenn Thomas  
vicepres@mx5.com.au

Treasurer: Julie Sando                                
treasurer@mx5.com.au

Secretary: Wesley Hill 
secretary@mx5.com.au

Club Captain: Michael Soulos 
captain@mx5.com.au 0413 113 399

Membership Database: Keith Monaghan 
membership@mx5.com.au 0418 976 279

Membership: Ken & Maggie Liston 
02 9872 1639

Competition: David Lawler 
competition@mx5.com.au 0403 070 644

Publications: Rod Carter 
publications@mx5.com.au 0418 442 328

Website Coordinator: Greg Perry       
web@mx5.com.au 0414 431 055

Regalia: Pam Estreich                                      
regalia@mx5.com.au 0459 253 272

BreakFast Club Coordinator:  
Adam Walker 
breakfast@mx5.com.au 0403 161 544

Canberra Convenor:  
Bricet Klören & Bob Judd 
canberra@mx5.com.au 0422 386 660

Hunter Convenor: Mark Gray 
hunter@mx5.com.au 0477 090 538

Illawarra Convenor: Phil & Sandra Reid 
illawarra@mx5.com.au 0417 260 766

RPM Convenor: Lesa Bunn  
rpm@mx5.com.au 0423 276 152

Mid North Coast Convenor: Peter 
Rodgers midnorthcoast@mx5.com.au         
0422 237 588

Sydney Convenor: Guy Coles  
sydney@mx5.com.au 0419 914 443

EX-OFFICIO REPRESENTATIVES
Competition/Event Secretary:  
Zan Menzel compsec@mx5.com.au  
Ph/Fax 02 6558 4190
Track Day Coordinator: Mike Hicks      
competition@mx5.com.au  0419 202 588
Club Torque Editor: Mel Keller             
publications@mx5.com.au 0421069 019
Club Historian: Elaine Caldwell                    
02 9451 1432                                     
Mazda MX-5 Club of NSW Inc. 
PO Box 402, Beecroft NSW 2119 
nsw.mx5.com.au

COMMITTEE
2014

NSW MEMBERSHIP REPORT

NEW MEMBERS 
Welcome!

669
TOTAL

[FINANCIAL]

C U R R E N T 
M E M B E R S H I P

39
N E W 

M E M B E R S 

Judith Andrews
Richard Andrews
Jamie Bagala 
Geoffrey Barton
Craig Berelle 
Andrew Blinn
Scott Bodin
Michael Burns
James Collison
Jurgen Conrad
Wendy Coonan
Peter Coonan
Thomas Craddy
Natalie Davies 
Gavin Deriu
Chris Deckers
Lauren Freeman
Benjamin Funayama
Eleanor Glissan 
Kim Godley
James Hanrahan
Mel Innes
Heather Jacobs

Francesca Meliton
Roslyn Middlemiss
Faisal Muhammad
Peter Pietak
Danilo Poropat
Matthew Reid
Peter Reid
Rosie Rivas
Ruth Sanders
George Sanders
John Siokos
Jon West
Terry White
Gregory Unger
Adrian Villis
Kate Virtue 

The membership number is  down due to the renewal 
phase at  th is  t ime of  year. The months of  October and 
November is  the largest  renewal  phase with a lmost 35% of 
our members renewing in th is  per iod. P lease check your 
membership cards to ensure you have current membership. 
I f  not , p lease renew onl ine or contact  the membership 
database secretar y at  membership@mx5.com.au
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PRESIDENT’S 
BRIEF

BY BRYAN SHEDDEN

Welcome to our four th and f ina l 
edit ion of  Club Torque for 2014. 
Our 2014 AGM is  out of  the way and 
the new Club Committee is  f i rmly 
focussed on the task ahead.

Grand Plans
Planning for 2015 is  wel l  underway. I t 
promises to be a spec ia l  mi lestone for 
the c lub with our 25th Anniversar y. 
P lanning has a lready begun for a  ga la 
ce lebrat ion that  wi l l  see us return to 
Vicar y ’s  Winery, Luddenham, where 
104 MX-5 owners founded our c lub 
in 1990. I t  wi l l  be held in September 
in conjunct ion with the Pres ident ’s 
P icn ic , Concours d ’E legance and 
Bits  & Bl ing . I t ’s  going to be a 
huge event and we’re p lanning for 
unprecedented attendance . I f  the 
stars a l ign , we hope to have the ND 
MX-5 ava i lab le for people to look 
over.

The Committee wi l l  a lso be working 
on improving our c lub rega l ia  of fer, 
estab l i sh ing a  bus iness d irectory 
with member d iscount of fers , and 
conduct ing a  membership sur vey to 
gauge your opin ion on how the c lub 
is  trave l l ing and where we should be 
headed.

Sydney Chapter
The Sydney Chapter has come a 
long way s ince Ju ly  2013 when i t  was 
formal ly  recognised as a  reg ional 
Chapter. Guy Coles has done a 
superb job as Convenor, with a focus 
on bui ld ing the socia l  foundat ions 
v ia  monthly d inner meet ings , cof fee 
& l ies , and a strong socia l  media 
presence . These changes have not 
been without controversy, and there 
is  st i l l  p lenty of  oppor tunity and 

des ire to improve . The next step 
is  to establ i sh a  Sydney Chapter 
Committee so that  tasks can be 
spread around and the job made 
so much eas ier. Severa l  volunteers 
have a lready come forward to of fer 
ass istance with organis ing runs and 
Chapter rega l ia . Hopefu l ly  th is  wi l l 
form the bas is  of  a  v ibrant Sydney 
Chapter Committee s imi lar  to what 
a lready exists  in  Canberra , Hunter 
and I l lawarra Chapters . Of fers of 
he lp are a lways welcome and ver y 
much needed, so p lease contact  Guy 
at  sydney@mx5.com.au i f  you want 
the Sydney Chapter to sur v ive and 
prosper.

Registration sheets
Every t ime you par t ic ipate in a  c lub 
run, i t  i s  a  requirement that  you 
complete the reg istrat ion sheet 
with your name , member number, 
rego, and contact  number. Why? For 
severa l  reasons :
1 . I t  i s  a  requirement of  our CAMS 

permits  which provide l iab i l i ty 
insurance for the protect ion of 
the c lub, our organisers and run 
leaders .

2 . By s ign ing the form, you are 
acknowledging the condit ions of 
par t ic ipat ion in the event .

3 . I t  g ives you an oppor tunity to 
check your membership card to 
see i f  you are due for renewal  – 
you must be a f inanc ia l  member 
to cont inue enjoy ing the benef i ts 
of  c lub membership.

4 . I f  you get  lost  on a run, the 
run leader can ca l l  you and 
help return you to the group. 
Your rego number is  usefu l  for 

ident i fy ing who has gone miss ing .
5 . 5 . The reg istrat ion sheets are 

used to a l locate “Member of 
the Year” (MOTY) points  which 
recognise our most act ive 
members . This  i s  a  prest ig ious 
c lub-wide award and there are 
a lso Chapter MOTY awards . 
Correct ly  recording your 
membership number makes th is 
job eas ier.

6 . The MOTY data i s  ana lysed by 
the Committee to determine 
par t ic ipat ion rates so that 
we can learn what events are 
popular and ident i fy  areas for 
improvement .

7 . Par t ic ipat ion leve ls  are used 
by the Committee for pro rata 
a l locat ion of  funds to each 
chapter, to purchase thankyou 
g i f ts  for our organisers , leaders , 
etc . We would be nowhere 
without our volunteers and th is 
i s  a  great  way of  ensur ing that 
they fee l  apprec iated.

At many of  our socia l  d inners , cof fee 
& l ies , etc , we have tended not to 
worry about reg istrat ion sheets as 
they don’t  require a CAMS permit . 
However, severa l  chapters log their 
attendance and factor i t  into their 
Chapter MOTY awards . For some 
members , these purely  soc ia l  events 
may be their  only act iv i ty  with the 
c lub. So in the interests  of  ga in ing 
a  more accurate p icture of  c lub 
par t ic ipat ion leve ls , you wi l l  beg in 
to see s impl i f ied reg istrat ion sheets 
appear ing over the tab le .
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$9000 ra ised by the MX-5 Club of  NSW for char i ty

points  was the 
winning marg in for 

our team in the 
CAMS NSW 
Superspr int 

Championship

1007

37
drivers competed 

in th is  year ’s  
CAMS NSW 
Superspr int 

Championship

72 members received 5 Year Tenure Award Badges

18 members received 10 Year Tenure Award Badges

2 members received 20 Year Tenure Award Badges

10 members received 15 Year Tenure Award Badges

F inancia l  members714

Social  events were held this year

By T h e N u m b e rs -  2014 AG M

7536 94 175 35 56
MX-5 
Club 
NSW 

runs were 
held

f irst 
t imers 

took to 
the track 
for our 
Marulan 
Driver 

Tra in ing 
Days

MX-5s 
were on 

d isp lay at 
th is  year ’s 
Pres ident ’s 

P icn ic

dr ivers and 
of f ic ia ls 

attended our 
Club Track 

Days

dr ivers 
attended 
the c lub 

Motorkhana

MX-5 
Club NSW 
members 
attended 
the AGM

7.1%
the current per 

annum growth in 

membership
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MX-5 Club of NSW AGM Awards Presentation

Peter Batt isson
ACDC Pty Ltd
Major Sponsor

Mauro Consa lv i
Hume Smash Repairs

Sydney Chapter 
Sponsor

Trevor Gri f f i ths
Centenar y P lumbing

I l lawarra Chapter 
Sponsor

Cer t i f icates of  Appreciat ion were a l l  present to our Club Sponsors Appreciat ion in recognist ion of  the ir  ongoing 
suppor t . Cer t i f icates wi l l  a lso be presented to Mazda Austra l ia , Deckspeed Racing , B lue Mounta ins Mazda and 
MX-5 Solut ions .

The Pres ident ’s  Award recognises 
Extraordinar y Ser v ice to the Mazda 
MX-5 Club of  NSW. The h igh ly 
deser v ing winner th is  year was 
David Lawler. 

Exact ly  one year ago, David was 
e lected to the daunt ing role of 
Compet i t ion Secretar y, a f ter 
Mike Hicks ’  ret irement . David has 
worked ver y c lose ly  with Mike who 
cont inues to organise our c lub track 
days , whi le  David has been Clerk of 
Course at  recent track days . David 
was ver y keen to win back the 
Superspr int  Championship for our 
c lub, and maximised our chances by 
coordinat ing the recruitment of  as 
many entrants in  as  many c lasses as 
poss ib le . I t  worked because we won 

the 2014 c lub championship by a 
comfor table marg in . David helped 
Craig  Durrant with gett ing the 
MX-5 Cup race ser ies accepted by 
the Committee , and was a lso a keen 
par t ic ipant . 

Motorkhana is  a  pass ion for David 
and h is  wi fe Gaynor, and he was 
the dr iv ing force behind our f i rst 
motorkhana in many years , he ld at 
Sydney Motorspor t Park in March. 

We a lso held a ver y success fu l 
Driver Tra in ing Day at  Marulan . 

David has been a dr iv ing force in 
promoting our motorspor t act iv i t ies 
in  the best  poss ib le l ight  and is  an 
act ive advocate for our c lub. 

President’s Award for Extraordinary Service to the 

Mazda MX-5 Club of NSW

22 October  2014

Keith Monaghan, our Club Membership Database manager, presented Membership Tenure Award badges to those 
members who had achieved 5 Years , 10 Years , and 15 Years of  cont inuous membership in the Club dur ing 2014.

Membership Tenure Awards
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ALL CLUB

President’s Picnic 2014
14 September 2014 -  Repor t  by  Michae l  Sou los , Photos  Mel  Ke l le r, Br yan Shedden , Rod Car ter

 

Best  in  Show   Adam Rumjahn

Peoples ’  Choice   L indsay Green

Gran Pr ix De Dames Kim Ranger

NA Concours  Col in Caldwel l

NB Concours  Mark Gray

NC Concours  Mark Underwood

NA Bl ing   David Per in
    Cer t i f icates of  Merit : B i l l  Adams, Dave Bolton, Gary Nobrega , 
    Mark Sando 

NB Bl ing                     R iko Rubin
    Cer t i f icates of  Merit : L indsay Green, Peter Reid , Joshua F i tzgera ld ,  
    Andrew Mulyk , Alan Vuong              

NC Bl ing                     Adam Walker 
    Cer t i f icates of  Merit : Guy Coles , Peter Feutr i l l , Trevor Gri f f i ths ,  
    Kim Ranger, Trevor To

NA Modi f ied Bits           Gary Nobrega   

NB Modi f ied Bits           R iko Rubin

NC Modi f ied Bits           Trevor Gri f f i ths
    Cer t i f icate of  Merit : Ph i l  Ashton

The Club held i ts  annual  Pres ident ’s  P icn ic  at  Tunks Reser ve in the Lane Cove Nat iona l  Park 
on Sunday 14th September 2014 with 147 people reg ister ing and more turning up on the day.

As in recent years the Club conducted i ts  car judg ing events pr ior to lunch and the winners 
for 2014 are : 
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ALL CLUB

The 2014 Jinba Ittai Go Kart 
Championship

2 November 2014 Nov -  Wr i t ten by Graham F le tcher  Photos  by  Mel  Ke l le r  and Guy Co les

Founded by the I l lawarra Chapter ’s  Peter Feutr i l l  in  2013, the J inba I t ta i  Go 
Kar t  Chal lenge is  now a hot ly  contested annual  event .

A strong crowd gathered in the 
prefect  sunshine for the event with 
RPM‘s cheer squad, led by Ron and 
Br idget Gal lop, wowing us a l l  with 
their  enthus iasm and their  pom 
poms. Teams travel led from far and 
wide to compete for the bragg ing 
r ights  of  what was to become an epic 
batt le  between ambit ion and abi l i ty. 
At the end of  the day no amount of 
s ledg ing was going to win the t i t le , 
i t  was and should a lways be , down to 
a team ef for t .
Br yan Shedden ( I l lawarra)  led a 
strong cont ingent up from the South 
cons ist ing of  Peter Feutr i l l , Ph i l 
Reid , Kim Ranger, J i l l  Feutr i l l  and Jan 
Gibson. Mark Gray (Hunter)  brought 
the hopefu l  from the North inc luding 
Kar l  Mittman, Chris  Rhodes , Wendy 
Parsonage , Lynda Gray and Andrew 
Mulyk . Guy Coles (Sydney) headed 
west with Gary Nobrega , Adam 
Rumjahn, Steph Katz , Joey Fong and 
Mel  Kel ler. The host  team, headed 
by Lesa Bunn (RPM), featured Jason 
Atkins Graham Fletcher, Ray Legge , 
Tammie Hotz and Sandra Duric .
After team photos , the lad ies h i t  the 
track. F irst  casua l ty  was Kim Ranger 
who pushed the accelerator cable 
so hard that  i t  broke and she had 
to ret ire with only 7 laps complete . 
Lesa Bunn pushed so hard that  she 
decided i t  might be quicker to do 
the shor tcut v ia  the 4WD track and 
th is  d idn’t  prove as e f fect ive a f i rst 
thought . Meanwhi le , RPM’s Tammie 
Hotz casua l ly  cru ised around the 
track and won the t imed event by 
2 .492 seconds ahead of  Sydney’s 
Steph Katz .
Next on the c ircui t  was the men’s 
Race 1 and th is  was not going to be 
easy for any dr iver. Sydney’s  Adam 
Rumjahn muscled the kar t  around 
the track to set  the best  t ime for 
the day so far  with an e lectr ic 
t imeof  52.360 seconds and took 
race 1 by .191sec from yours tru ly. 

Ion the other hand, managed to beat 
Sydney’s  Guy Coles (Rac ing legend) 
by .249sec in a  convinc ing show of 
sk i l l , tenac i ty  and p la in good luck. 
The second lad ies ’  race was epic 
with Joey Fong from Sydney decid ing 
that  Lesa may have had the r ight 
idea and tr ied out that  4WD track. 
Aga in Tammie cruised comfor tably 
to win the second race by a c lear 
1 .081 seconds . Lesa stayed on track 
for second p lace , .098 seconds ahead 
of  Steph. Al l  of  the lad ies came of f 
the race track with sore arms and 
huge gr ins . Joey looked a s ight  as  she 
entered the shed, covered in twice 
as much mud as Lesa and mutter ing 
something about h i t t ing a  wombat in 
the nearby bushland. 
Race 2 for the men proved to be a 
c lass ic  with yours tru ly  not want ing 
to lose aga in to the young Adam 
Ramjahn from Sydney. During the 
race , minutes fe l t  l ike hours as  the 
lead changed by min iscule amount 
and th is  ref lected the pass ion for 
rac ing that  a l l  the contenders have . 
Exhaust ion turned to e lat ion when 
I  entered the shed to see that  I  had 
produced one of f 
lap t ime of  52.102 
(no shor t cuts)  and 
beat ing Adam by 
0 .258. Adam in turn 
had beaten Guy into 
second p lace by 0 .577 
seconds . The race for 
number 1 was going 
to be decided on 
thousands of  a  second 
and a l l  contenders 
waited for the results 
to be loaded into 
the computer. Gi l l i an 
F letcher (RPM) and 
Pam Estre ich (RPM) 
were ver y helpfu l  and 
much appreciated 
t imekeepers . 
Br idget Gal lop and 

hubby Ron p layed a deser v ing role 
in the presentat ions of  awards as 
their  enthus iasm throughout the 
ent ire day was outstanding .  Lesa 
Bunn, head of  the host  Chapter was 
ca l led to the Podium to present 
the perpetua l  trophy for 2014 
which as we now know went the 
best  team for the day. Guy Coles 
accepted the award aga in for the 
Sydney Chapter (2nd Year in a  row) 
hav ing led a marvel lous team ef for t 
c lose ly  fo l lowed by RPM, I l lawarra 
and Hunter respect ive ly.  Done and 
dusted for another year i t  was t ime 
to re lax at  the loca l  RSL were many 
a stor y and a good meal  was enjoyed 
by a l l . Thank you to ever yone who 
put in the ef for t  (suppor ters and 
dr ivers)  and to those who travel led 
a long d istance to make th is  event 
such a success . Congratu lat ions to 
Sydney on the win and putt ing up 
their  hand to host  next year ’s  event . 
Hopefu l ly  th is  event wi l l  cont inue to 
grow in strength from year to year. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB

A Play in Pete’s Backyard
28 September 2014 -Repor t  Adam Walker  Photos  by  Peter  Re id

The BreakFast  Club face a fresh 
cha l lenge . To keep cars , and their 
dr ivers , fu l ly  fue l led dur ing a  run 
around Canberra . 

There aren’t  many one-day c lub runs 
where you have to factor in a  fue l 
stop or two. The latest  BreakFast 
Club run was no except ion. S ix 
members/cars met up at  Pheasants 
Nest ser v ice stat ion for what 
became an 850km journey down and 
around our Nat ion’s  Capita l .

We promptly  le f t  at  7 :30am and 
headed for our Breakfast  stop 
at  Roselea Cafe (Lake Bathurst) , 
p ick ing up Trevor and our Club 
Pres ident Br yan at  Sa l ly ’s  Corner 
a long the way.

Gett ing bored of  the freeway dr iv ing , 
a  turn at  South Marulan had us on 
the backroads bypass ing Goulburn, 
down past  Wakef ie ld Park and to 
Lake Bathurst  where our Canberra 
members were pat ient ly  tab le s i t t ing . 
After BIG breakfasts  a l l  round, 
there was a quick br ie f ing from 
Peter Batt isson, before we h i t  the 
road south down a long the wide 
open roads , through Bungendore 
and Womboin, into the back end 
of  Canberra . A quick refuel  in 
Queanbeyan, Pete then led us down 

Tidbinbi l la  Road and down to the 
“Dish” . Then we cont inued a long 
the del ight fu l ly  twisty Paddy’s  River 
Road to Cotter Dam, and Br indabel la 
Road. These are must do roads i f  you 
are in Canberra with your Roadster!
From there , we waved goodbye to 
a few members and ventured down 
to one of  the best  stretches of  road 
I  have ever dr iven -  the old Wee 
Jasper Road. This  road is  def in i te ly 
a  bucket l i s t  i tem for ever y MX-5 
dr iver. I t ’s  a  ver y technica l  b i t  of 
road with wide open stretches then 
down into 25km/h ha irp ins as  you 
snake your way down and around 
the Murrumbidgee River and into 

Wee Jasper. The scenery th is  t ime of 
year is  spectacular !

Al l  up 10 members/cars attended 
with ever yone hav ing a  great  day, 
and a wel l -deser ved s leep that  n ight ! 
A mass ive thanks to Peter Batt isson 
for showing us h is  Backyard!
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Around a year ago, we decided to tr y 
a  new th ing with the BreakFast  Club: 
to have some shor t (100km) runs 
on a Saturday to cater to members 
that  have busy Sundays . This  run d id 
not d isappoint !  Thanks to Bryan’s 
weekly events emai l , I  had an in f lux 
of  phone ca l l s  the n ight  before -  th is 
was going to be a great  run! 

Ever yone met up at  Mount Colah 
McDonalds for a  quick cof fee and 
a run br ie f  for the morning . I t  was 
dec ided to conver t  th is  to a convoy 
run instead of  the tradit iona l 
BreakFast  Club’s  Waypoint  run. 11 
cars with 14 members (and two 
future members)  le f t  the car park 
at  Mount Colah and headed south 
before a sp ir i ted run down the 
a lways fun Galston Gorge . From 
there we p icked up another member 
at  Arcadia  and made our way down 
to the f i rst  stop at  Wisemans Ferr y. 

After the re-group i t  was t ime to 
h i t  the famous River Road, the 45km 
stretch snaking a long the southern 
end of  the Hawkesbury River. The 
bumps and undulat ions were a rea l 
test  for ever yone’s  suspens ion. I f 
you haven’t  done th is  road before , 

put i t  on your l i s t  of  MX-5 fr iendly 
roads -  the longest  stra ight  b i t  of 
road is  about 300m. 

We promptly  arr ived at  our ferr y 
cross ing at  Sackv i l le . The ferr y 
operators managed to f i t  us a l l 
on for the quick dash across the 
Hawkesbury. I  could hear stomachs 
grumbl ing as  we crossed the r iver. 
From there i t  was only a  quick 15 
minute b last  to our f ina l  dest inat ion 
at  the Bel lb ird Echo Cafe , Kurra jong 

Hi l l s  where we re-arranged the 
furniture and had a great  brunch. 
From there ever yone sa id their 
farewel ls  and depar ted in ever y 
d irect ion towards home . 

I f  anyone f inds themselves up on the 
Bel ls  L ine of  Road, def in i te ly  make 
the Bel lb ird Echo Cafe a pr ior i ty 
stop! 

Reggie’s Hawkesbury Valley Run

27 October  2014 Repor t  and Photos  by  Adam Walker
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CANBERRA

30 August  – 01 September -  Words and Photos  by  I r i s  & Tony McDonald

On a beaut i fu l  sunny morning a 
group of  17 enthus iast ic  star ters in 
9 cars headed of f  in  convoy up the 
Bar ton Highway past  Yass , before 
branching onto Lachlan Val ley Way 
nor th to Boorowa. After a  re lat ive ly 
shor t  run, we arr ived at  the Superb 
Bakery in Boorowa for a  l i fe-sav ing 
cof fee and assor ted edib les .

Fu l ly  re- fue l led , the group retraced 
i ts  steps a  few k i lometres to the 
Harden turnof f  leading to Young 
and Grenfe l l . We then took a smal l 
detour to see the memoria l  marking 
Henry Lawson’s  b ir thplace , before 
press ing on to Forbes .

Shor t ly  a f ter midday, we arr ived at 
McFeeter ’s  Motor Museum in Forbes 
where we l ined our cars up on the 
forecour t for a  photo oppor tunity. 
The owners of  McFeeters took some 
publ ic i ty  shots which they wi l l  use 
in their  future adver t is ing . Photos 
over, we had a p leasant lunch in the 
museum café before being provided 
with a lengthy gu ided tour of  the 
museum.  B i l l  McFeeter had a ver y 
deta i led knowledge of  the var ious 
cars in the museum, and provided 
many comica l  ins ights  about the 
cars and their  prev ious owners . 

Later in the a f ternoon, some of  the 
more adventurous dec ided to ava i l 
themselves of  a  wine tast ing of fered 
at  the s i te . We checked into our 
motel  and enjoyed a shor t  ‘happy 
hour ’  fo l lowed by a wonderfu l  group 
d inner.

Sunday morning saw us of f  to the 
CSIRO Observatory at  Parkes (as 
featured in the movie ‘The Dish ’ ) 
for morning tea and a personal i sed 

Adventure to Forbes and Parkes

tour of  the obser vatory by the 
s i te manager. The tour was ver y 
in format ive and provided access to 
areas usua l ly  restr icted to CSIRO 
sta f f  only. A quick a l fresco lunch 
fo l lowed before a l l  but  two cars 
returned to Parkes to v is i t  the E lv is 
Museum. Then back to Forbes for a 
shor t  rest  before walk ing into town 
to a lovely  o ld pub with a great 
b istro for d inner. 

The return tr ip to Canberra was 
v ia  Cowra where a detour to the 
Japanese Gardens was made for 
morning cof fee before the run 
home . The run was a great  success , 
in  par t icu lar  our v is i t  to the Parkes 
Observatory. 
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Nature and Telescopes
Words and Photos  by  Norm and Roz Barker

On a spark l ing spr ing day, 9 cars 
met at  Russe l l  for a  re laxed 10.30am 
star t . I t  couldn’t  have been better 
weather for our journey through 
Queanbeyan, Googong, Burra and 
out to Tidbinbi l la  v ia  Tharwa. Many 
commented they had not been to 
Tidbinbi l la  for many years .
Our f i rst  stop was Googong Dam and 
i t  was great  to see the water leve l 
so h igh , running over the sp i l lway.
The paddocks were green as we 
drove through Burra out to the 
Monaro Highway and on through 
southern Tuggeranong to Tharwa 
and across the old wooden br idge 
to Tidbinbi l la  Nature reser ve . On 
the way we caught up with another 
car c lub run with a number of  MGs. 
Park ing next to the in format ion 
centre , we set  up for a  p icn ic  lunch 
and some had a strol l  to commune 
with the loca l  wi ld l i fe .
A f ina l  stop was made at  Mt Stromlo 
Observatory, a f ter a  run through 
the Cotter reser ve , for another 
photo oppor tunity and farewel ls . 
A ver y re lax ing Sunday was had by 
a l l  and the famous l ine “How’s the 
serenity?” was overheard on severa l 
of  our stops .
This  road is  h igh ly  recommended 
for both a great  MX5 road and the 
spectacular scenery a long the way. 
The group sampled the del ights  of 
the Bemboka P ie Shop before heading 

to Cooma, where we enjoyed a l ight 
lunch at  the Two Vaults  ca fe . After 
that  i t  was home at  our own pace . 
Some intrepid shoppers a lso helped 
suppor t the loca l  Cooma economy 

before heading of f . 
We a l l  agreed that  th is  was a ver y 
re lax ing weekend and we wi l l 
def in i te ly  repeat th is  run in a  couple 
of  years .
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CANBERRA

A Magnificent Mudgee Meander
27 – 29 September 2014 -  Words -  D iana Kee l ing Photos  -  Tony McDonald

On a beaut i fu l  spr ing morning , n ine 
Canberra members set  of f  on the 
2014 Magni f icent Mudgee Meander.  
Sadly, our “L i t t le  B lue Toy” that  was 
to lead the run “took s ick” on the 
morning of  depar ture -  so i t  was in 4 
MX5’s and a Subaru L iber ty GT that 

our l i t t le  convoy headed for our 
f i rst  regroup stop at  Tara lga .
Al l  went wel l  unt i l  the Goulburn 
-Tara lga sector when we caught 
behind a ver y large transpor ter 
carr y ing a  wind-turbine mast . After 
25 ver y s low ki lometres , we had a 
more enjoyable run to Oberon for 
the mandatory cof fee f ix .  We then 
took the byways east  of  Oberon 
to L i thgow before tak ing the Mid-
Western Hwy and Bylong Val ley 
way to Rylstone for lunch. We later 
reached Mudgee v ia  Lue Road.  
Despite the inauspic ious sna i l -
l ike sect ion behind “the windmi l l” , 
we had an enjoyable dr ive of  some 
450kms over interest ing roads and 
great  “top down” weather.  
Arr iv ing at  our Mudgee motel , we 
met the RPM cont ingent of  11 cars 
who had a lready arr ived before 
meander ing of f  to the Mudgee 
Food and Wine Fest iva l .  After 
cons iderable graz ing of  food-sta l l 
o f fer ings and sampl ing of fer ings 
from the v ignerons , i t  was perhaps 

not so surpr is ing that  the major i ty 
of  our group decl ined the opt ion of 
a  formal  d inner that  evening .  Sunday 
morning was free t ime – to explore 
ar t  and cra f t  shops and h istor ic 
bui ld ings in town or v is i t  the nearby 
town of  Gulgong.  The key event of 

our Sunday was a v is i t  the Rober t 
Ste in Winery and d ine at  the ir 
P ipec lay Pump House Restaurant . 
The food and wines were excel lent .  

The Mudgee Meander-ers
Malcolm Bernhardt 
Diana & Ken Keel ing
Br icet  Kloren & Bob Judd
Barr y Matson & E l f ie  Gahan
Ir is  & Tony McDonald

The motorcyc le museum at  the 
winer y a lso provided interest , 
par t icu lar ly  for Ken, who noted in 
the col lect ion a 1954 BSA 350cc 
Gold Star DB32, the same as one he 
rode at  Easter 1958 around the Mt 
Panorama c ircuit .    
Monday morning saw us on the 
road to Bathurst  for a  lap of  the 
Mt. Panorama Circuit  and a v is i t 
to the Nat iona l  Motor Museum.  
Surpr is ing ly, even at  the ver y sedate 
60kph speed l imit , cross ing over 
Sky l ine to drop down into the Essess 
was an interest ing exper ience .
Our Magni f icent Mudgee Meander 
concluded a f ter lunch in Cowra, 
when our l i t t le  group broke up, 
some to v is i t  the memoria l  Japanese 
Gardens whi lst  the rest  headed for 
home . Once aga in , ever yone seems 
to have not only had an enjoyable 
weekend but a lso re in forced the 
bonds that  keep us together.
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Whale Watching in Eden
25 – 26 October  -  Words and Photos  by  Norm and Roz Barker

I t  i s  often sa id “ I t ’s  not the dest inat ion 
but the journey” , however on th is 
occas ion i t  was def in i te ly  both! 

Star t ing on a perfect  morning , 9 
cars met at  Monaro Highway Caltex 
ser vo at  Hume for an 8 am star t 
through Cooma 
to Berr ida le . 
Morning tea was 
enjoyed in the 
sunshine at  the 
Two Moos P lus 
ca fe . We then 
headed to Dalgety 
(one of  the s i tes 
cons idered as the 
Nat iona l  capita l 
in  the ear ly  1900s , 
now home to 80 
people) , then on 
past  the wind 
farms to Bombala . 
From Bombala i t 
was a p icturesque 
run through the 
forests  a long the 
Imlay road to the 
coast .

We arr ived at 
the Seahorse Inn, 
Boydtown in t ime 
for lunch and a 
free a f ternoon 
to explore 
the beaut i fu l 
surroundings . We 
a l l  agreed that  i t 
was a shame that 
th is  s i te was a lso 
passed over as  a 
potent ia l  nat iona l  capita l , as  the sea 
v iews and the f i sh ing would have 
been superb.

The Sunday morning was a l i t t le 
damp and misty and we had an 
ear ly  star t  in  order to board our 
whale watching cru ise aboard the 
“Cat Ba lou” at  the Eden wharf . 
For tunate ly  the seas were fa ir ly 
ca lm and we succeeded in spott ing 

a  number of  mother humpbacks 
and their  ca lves in Twofold Bay. The 
ca lves were ver y act ive , breaching 
and genera l ly  showing of f , so lots  of 
photos were taken.

After a  l ight  lunch, some of  our group 

even managed to f i t  in  a  v is i t  to some 
loca l  open gardens before a tour of 
the Eden Ki l ler  Whale museum. Our 
interest ing gu ide , Jenny, had actua l ly 
grown up at  The Seahorse Inn, as  her 
grandfather and father had worked 
on restor ing the or ig ina l  Ben Boyd 
bui ld ing in the 1940s and 50s . 

After a  more le isure ly  breakfast  on 
Monday morning , we l ined our cars 

up on the grass outs ide the hote l  for 
a  photo oppor tunity, and then headed 
nor th from near Eden through 
Nethercote towards Wyndham, 
then through the beaut i fu l  Myr t le 
Mounta in road and on to Bemboka. 
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SYDNEY

Burbs to the Bay Run
01 October  2014 -   Words Bob Quin lan

At 9 .15 am 4 MX5’s and 5 members 
and 1 v is i tor met at  the Auburn 
McDonalds . By 9 .30am we were on 
our way to St  Ives in what can only 
be descr ibed as a  perfect  spr ing 
day. Equipped with a run sheet 
and hav ing s igned on, i t  was s low 
moving through some heavy tra f f ic . 
We arr ived at  St  Ives Showground 
about 10.15am where we were met 
by another 2 MX-5s . For tunate ly, 
the tra f f ic  was l ighter for our run to 
Pa lm Beach.
We had an enjoyable ca fé lunch and 
got to know members we had not 
met before . We decided a walk a long 
the beach and up to the l ighthouse 
was in order but we arr ived at  the 

nor thern car park to f ind i t  a lready 
fu l l . F i lming of  an episode of  “Home 
and Away” was underway and s ince 
we weren’t  needed as extras , we sa id 

our goodbyes and headed for home . 
Thanks to Andy Bottomley or a great 
day out in our MX-5s .

the President’s PicnicAt
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Finding an affordable 
sports car to hire in 
Sydney can be difficult. 
There are plenty of 
car rental companies 
with people movers, 
hatchbacks, sedans and 
SUV’s on offer, but what 
if you want something 
fun and affordable?

That’s exactly what 
we’re here for. We have 
sports cars to hire that 
are practical, affordable 
and most importantly, a 
joy to drive.

Situated just 1 hours 
drive from the Sydney 
CBD, Windsor is the 
perfect starting point 
for your weekend away 
in the Blue Mountains, 
Hunter Valley or trip to 
the coast.

Why not explore and 
experience some of the 
best that New South 
Wales has to offer in the 
best way possible.. in 
an MX-5!

MX-5 hire from 
$95 a day!
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ILLAWARRA

Surf & Turf Bundeena Run
24 August  2014 -  Repor t  -  Brendan Barr  Photos  by  Brendan Barr  & Anna Nietner

Capta in Janet and F irst  Mate Pete 
(the P irate)  ca l led the crew together 
at  Haywards Bay dockyard to weigh 
anchor, get  up a head of  steam and 
head of f  into the nor thwest breeze , 
bound for our u l t imate pr ize – the 
boarding of  HMS Curranul la  and 
forc ing i ts  capta in to surrender to 
our demands to be taken onto the 
h igh seas!

We soon sa i led past  Mt Kembla and 
mounted a concer ted attack on HMS 
Subl ime Point  Café where p ieces of 
e ight  were exchanged for steaming 
hot cof fee , scones and jam. 
Our next por t  of  ca l l  was to be 
Bundeena, and a f ter stea l th i ly 
nav igat ing the wonderfu l  lane 
through the nat iona l  park , we arr ived 
at  our dest inat ion.  After secret ing 
our ‘sh ips ’  in  the overf low docking 
area of  Bundeena Royal  Sh ip Locker, 
we sneaki ly  d isgu ised ourse lves as 
day tour ists  and managed to over- 
run HMS Curranul la .

A beaut i fu l  voyage ensured with 
a l l  the crew marvel l ing at  the r ich 
hous ing , spark l ing beaches and 
beaut i fu l  boats . We even met up 
with a second boarding par ty in the 
form of  sa i lors Ju l ie , Mark, Phi l  and 
Chery l , who stormed the sh ip at 
Royal  Cronul la  docks .

After th is  we returned to Bundeena 

Royal  Sh ip Club where we a l l  en joyed 
a tasty lunch. 

The return route home nav igated 
us down past  Ba ld Hi l l , and v ia  Sea 
Cl i f f  Br idge unt i l  we re-docked at 
Haywards Bay.

Wel l  done to Capta in Janet and F irst 
Mate Pete for their  organis ing and 
to the 23 crew who suppor ted th is 
great  adventure!
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Pedro’s Run to the Border
17 – 19 October  2014 -  Repor t  -  Brendan Barr, Photos  by  Br yan Shedden & Brendan Barr 

Well we didn’t make it  to the 
border (65km short!)  however 
we had an extremely pleasant 
exploration of the Shoalhaven 
and Eurobodalla coast and 
hinterlands. Friday saw some 
of us head to Ulladulla early 
to take advantage of the 
beautiful  sunshine that made 
‘top down’ a must.  The rest 
met at Albion Park KFC for a 
5pm departure , the pleasant 
surprise being no appreciable 
traff ic problems at the 
notorious Kiama bends! 

 A delicious dinner at the 
well-appointed Ulladulla 
Chinese restaurant preceded 
our overnight stay at the 
Harbour View Hotel. Twenty 
three people arose for 
Saturday breakfast before 
Mark organised us with our 
run sheet. All  engines burst 

tr y our luck at  be ing b lown of f  a 
br idge whi le  others took a more 
sens ib le ice cream stop.

Onwards we drove to Tathra 
pub, where ‘Feuoot ’  interrupted 
our a f ternoon imbib ing with a 
cr y of  ‘whale of f  the por t  bow! ’  
Indeed he was correct  and we 
marvel led as a  pod of  whales 
cru ised past .  We arr ived in 
Narooma and for d inner with 
many hundreds of  k i lometres 
under our belts .

Breakfast  was in a  beaut i fu l 
restaurant on the shores of 
Wagonga In let , aga in ever yone 
agreed that  Hel la  and Mark 
had excel led at  ever y point  of 
the organisat ion of  th is  run.  
Speeches of  thanks were made , 
they b lushed and muttered …. 
‘Pedro wi l l  be p leased….’

into l i fe and purred, with the 
except ion of  Brendan’s , which 
sounded as i f  a  cat  was being 
tor tured under the bonnet .  F irst 
stop was Cobargo, for morning 
tea . Markets were on and some 
people dec ided to forgo cof fee 
to shop.  Caf fe ine f ix  attended to, 
shops p lundered of  i tems smal l 
enough to f i t  into a lready bulg ing 
boots , we headed towards the 
unl ike ly  loca l i ty  of  ‘Nambugga ’  v ia 
the Snowy Mounta ins Highway and 
on to beaut i fu l  Candelo Pub for 
the best  lunch in town. 

From here the beaut i fu l  winding 
roads of  Myr t le Mounta in and 
Mount Darragh a l lowed us to rea l ly 
enjoy the f ine weather and even 
better, the smooth power of  our 
cars as  they cruised ef for t less ly 
through the many turns of  th is 
f ine stretch of  road. Stopping at 
Merimbula a l lowed some of  us to 
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Buy an MX-5 Tshirt or...

Birthday or Special 

Occasion? 

Well, make sure you’re 

dressed the part with the 

latest in ready-to-wear from 

the MX-5 Club NSW Regalia 

Collection. A perfect gift fo
r 

those who know their MX-5 

and know their fashion. 

To view the latest 

designs, sim
ply email 

regalia@mx5.com.au

Go to a Tech Talk 
Want to know more about 
maintaining your MX-5? In 
2015, we’ll be expanding 
our Tech Talk program to 
include exterior care and 
presentation, a Nulon night, 
wheel alignment and dyno 
challenge. If you have 
a comment, question or 
topic for consideration or 
inclusion.
Drop us a line at 
captain@mx5.com.au.

Celebrate 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
The Dr ive.  The Food.  The Tin sel The presents .  There’s a  var iet y  of  e vents held  throughout NSW, contac t  your Chapter  Convenor. 

Go to  Coffs  Harbour
A bi-annual  meet  up bet ween the  MX-5 Clubs  of  NSW and Queen sland.  Join u s for  four  days  of  MX-5 ac t iv it ies  around beautif ul  Coffs Harbour f rom Fr iday Apr i l  3

Ask Santa for a new ND

My New Year’s Resolutions

I plan to...



Search for t
he Brass Monkey 

This classic, 
open invitat

ion charity 

event is Aus
tralia’s larg

est roadster 

run of the y
ear and is now a 

marquee even
t for our Club to 

which we invite all 
roadster owners 

and clubs to pa
rticipate.  Jo

in an 

extensive fi
eld of iconic sports ca

rs 

for a run fr
om Eastern Creek, over 

the Blue Mountains to 
Bathurst. The 

Brass Monkey is a point-to-point 

run, allowing drivers to determine 

their own route and
 drive at their

 

own pace. It’s 
an early sta

rt for the 

adventurous a
nd an unsurpa

ssed 

country drive on a cr
isp, winter’s 

morning that’s pe
rfect for th

e MX-5. 

Don’t miss this icon
ic event.

Explore Mid-Week Social Nights
Enjoy a Chapter Run explor ing some the best MX-5 roads in NSW, club runs have starting po ints in Sydney, Canberra, the Hunter, Illawarra, Blue Mountains and the Mid North Coast. There is a run to suit w ith mid-week dr ives, weekend dr ives and weekends away. 

Celebrate the MX-5 Club of NSW 25th Anniversary

The f irst  gather ing of  MX-5’s  in  NSW was held  on Sunday 24th 

June,  1990 at  Vicar y’s  Winer y,  Luddenham. On that  day,  140 MX-5 

enthu siasts  sig ned on as  foundation members  and the  Maz da MX-5 

Club of  NSW was launched.  In  the  last  quar ter  centur y,  the  club 

has  gone f rom streng th to  streng th.  We now have over  700 members 

w ith  our  annual  calendar boast ing  over  75 club r un s  and 100 social 

e vents .  In  S eptember  2015,  we w il l  mark thi s  milestone by  retur ning 

to  Luddenham for  our  annual  President ’s  Picnic  e vents ,  aug mented 

by other  ac t iv it ies  in  the  g round s  of  the  v ine yard fol lowed by a  sit 

dow n,  25th Anniversar y  Gala Lunch in  Vicar y’s  f unc tion room s.

My New Year’s Resolutions

I plan to...



HUNTER

Start of Summer Run

With many Hunter Chapter members 
unable to make i t  to the Pres idents 
P icn ic  and Concours d ’E legance at 
Lane Cove , we thought we’d star t 
summer ear ly  with an ear ly  dose 
of  Vitamin E on a le isure ly  run and 
p icn ic  on Sunday 28 September 2014.

20 MX-5s and 33 people ventured 
out in a  warm 28 degrees . The bas ic 
tr ip notes from Google var ied by up 
to 6km but by the end of  the day 
was with in 1 .5km. The var iat ion in 

odometer from one MX-5 to the 
next was much more than that , so 
i t  made l i t t le  d i f ference in the end.

After leav ing Beresf ie ld , we needed 
some winding roads and a f ter a  quick 
detour a long the Hunter Expressway 
we headed of f  to the Luskintyre 
Hi l l s . Our morning tea stop was at 
Clarencetown for a  choice of  BYO 
or the hospita l i ty  of  the loca l  ca fe .

We then headed back towards the 
coast  of  the Myal l  Lakes d istr ict  to 

Hawks Nest ( J immy’s  Beach P icn ic 
Area) , to enjoy the shade of  the old 
paperbark gumtrees . We strol led 
over to the beach a f ter lunch to 
enjoy the v iew across to Nelson Bay. 
Our depar ture p lans were a l tered 
as the dr ive over the Tea Gardens 
Br idge was b locked for a  whi le , so 
we enjoyed a refreshing dr ink at 
the loca l  before heading back to 
Newcast le and surrounds .

28 September 2014 -   Repor t  Mark Gray

MID NORTH

COAST

the President’s PicnicAt
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Port to Port via Dorrigo Weekend
27 – 28 Sept  2014 -  Repor t  -   Barr y  & Jenny Lut t re l l  Photos  -  Barr y  & Jenny Lut t re l l  & Ke i ran Rodger s 

We arr ived at  McDonalds Por t 
Macquar ie on Saturday for a  9 :00am 
star t  and met with Mid North 
Coast  Chapter members , Greg, 
Peter, Keiran, Mike , Lulu , Kevin , in 
f ive cars . After introduct ions a l l 
round, we were ready to be led 
by Mike through the cha l leng ing 
New England ranges , poss ib ly  the 
best  MX-5 roads ava i lab le . Ra in 
threatened at  the star t , should 
we have our hoods up or down? 
Traf f ic  on the Oxley h ighway was 
in i t ia l ly  heavy but l ightened out 
as  we passed through Wauchope 
and approached the ranges . The 
run up the f i rst  stage of  the range 
was MX-5 heaven. Fast , smooth and 
cha l leng ing , but a lways with in the 
posted speed l imits . 
With improving weather, we 
cont inued up the mounta in same to 
Walcha , and then on to Ura l la  for 
a  wel l -deser ved lunch at  the ir  top 
pub. We had great  food at  a  ver y 
reasonable pr ice .
Back on the road and a run up the 
New England Highway and over 
the “devi l ’s  p inch” to Guyra and 
the star t  of  our “top of  the range” 
run to Ebor Fa l l s . I t ’s  another 
great  MX-5 road with sweeping 
bends and most ly  smooth surface 
together with mounta in landscapes 

and a lmost no tra f f ic . We arr ived 
at  Ebor Fa l l s  with i ts  spectacular 
scenery to v iew a good amount of 
water fa l l ing into the gorges of  the 
New England Nat iona l  Park .
Next stop Dorr igo, v ia  Waterfa l l  Way 
and our overnight  accommodat ion 
at  the Heritage Hotel . With heavy 
hol iday tra f f ic  repor ted on the 
Pac i f ic  Highway i t  was dec ided over 
d inner to have a reverse run back 
through Guyra , Ura l la , Walcha and 
on to Por t Macquar ie . A fun evening 
was had by a l l  with good food, good 
company and many stor ies .
Sunday star ted with photos of  our 
cars in front of  the h istor ic  hote l . 
Peter and Keiran le f t  the run at 

Dorr igo to travel  separate ly  to 
Glen Innes v ia  Grafton. With four 
cars we le f t  Dorr igo for Guyra 
v is i t ing Ebor Fa l l s  aga in -  i t  was 
such great  scenery i t  deser ved a 
second look!  Lunch at  Ura l la  was as 
good as Saturday ’s . We sa id farewel l 
to Kevin and three remain ing MX-
5s travel led the Oxley Highway 
to Por t Macquar ie . Min imal  tra f f ic 
meant going down the mounta in 
was a lmost more fun than coming 
up on Saturday. Thank you Mike 
and Mid North Coast  Chapter for 
your hospita l i ty  and fr iendship and 
making our weekend away in our 
old stamping grounds so much fun. 

MID NORTH

COAST
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RPM
Fish & Chip Run

18 October  2014 -  Repor t  by  Graham F le tcher  Photos  by  Jason Brown & V ick i  Legge

On a n ight  to r iva l  the great  Guy 
Coles (Sydney Chapter)  run of  6th 
November 2013, The RPM Chapter 
set  out on a F ish and chip run of 
i t ’s  own from Windsor to Berowra 
Waters . In i t ia l ly  th is  run was to 
inc lude the p leasurable Galston 
George but due to t ime and l ight 
constra ints  th is  was shor tened to 
just  Windsor to Berowra Waters 
and return. A spectacular turnout 
by both loca l  Chapter members 
and v is i t ing NSW members saw for 
a  ver y large cont ingent of  people 
and cars (21 mx5’s , 1 non mx5 and 
36 people) . As a last  minute run 
requested by own Lesa Bunn, I  was 
del ighted to lead the members into 
the waterways that  are Berowra. 
Awesome is  the only way to descr ibe 
the food that  was ser ved and ever y 
one that  I  spoke to was more than 
happy with the meal . But i t ’s  not just 
the food that  makes any run great . 
Del ight fu l  fr iends , conversat ions 
and great  roads made the n ight 
even more appeal ing and th is  wi l l 
be repeated in the future quite a 
few t imes . The weather aga in was 
perfect  (an RPM Tradit ion) (Touch 
wood) and spr ing t ime aromas f i l led 
the a ir  as  we le isure ly  cru ised to our 
d inner locat ion. Summer t ime on the 
Hawkesbury River, the surrounding 

Grey gums, laughing kookaburras , 
a l l  by the perfect ly  st i l l  water with 
good fr iends and fantast ic  F ish and 
Chips-  l i fe  just  doesn’t  get  any 
better than th is . 

Thanks to a l l  the people who came 
from both near and far  to attend 
th is  beaut i fu l  evening . I  hope you a l l 
en joyed i t  and wi l l  come on our next 
one . 
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We met at  Glenbrook at  08.30 for 
09.00 star t  for our Myster y Run.  I t 
was a cr isp (a lmost)  spr ing morning .  
The sun was sh in ing and so were 
most of  the cars (sorr y Graham).
Twenty two people in twelve cars 
proceeded up the mounta ins and 
over through Winmal lee and back 
down aga in to Yarramundi  and back 
up aga in on the Bel ls  Road and out 
towards the Grose Val ley.  As a 
passenger, I  en joyed the expans ive 
v iew of  rol l ing green h i l l s .  The 
dr ivers , however, needed to watch 
the road to get  around a l l  the wigg ly 
b i ts .  We then came back out onto 
the Bel ls  Road.

Tutt i  Fru i t t i  on the Bel ls  Road, turned 
out to be an excel lent  morning tea 
stop.  We gathered around the tab le 
with our cof fee and breakfast  and 
d iscussed Car modi f icat ions and 
Husband modi f icat ions and what 
we would do i f  we won the lotto.  
The consensus was that  we would 
not muck around with some pathet ic 
l i t t le  three car garage , we would 
bui ld a  decent one .  

We proceeded up the h i l l  to Mt 
Victor ia  v ia  Dar l ing Causeway, then 
a long the Jenolan Caves Road and 
Hampton Road to the Tarana Hotel 
for lunch.  We a l l  en joyed our lunch 
as we discussed such impor tant 
topics  as  race re lat ions , trade 
unions . We don’t  waste t ime ta lk ing 
about the smal l  stuf f .  Good on 
Gi l l ian for winning the bott le  of  wine 
for complet ing Sandie ’s  crossword. 
As i f  i t  wasn’t  enough p lanning the 
day ’s  run and meal  stops , Sandie 
managed to compose a crosswords 
to cha l lenge us a l l .  (Some more than 
others)

Sandie’s Secret Run
31 August  2014 -   Repor t  and Photo by Br ig id  Ga l lop

42 Great Western Hwy   
Medlow Bath NSW

(02) 4788 1018

w w w . m a z d a . c o m . a u 

1 8 0 0  0 3 4  4 1 1

Some members dropped into Blue 
Mounta ins Mazda at  Medlow Bath to 
inspect the 25th Anniversar y Specia l 
Addit ion NC and goad each other to 
see who wi l l  take the p lunge .

Big  Thanks to Sandie and Paul 
Wil l iams, you rea l ly  went the extra 
mi le (or was 100 mi les)  and as a 
consequence we had a great  day.
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RPM
Chris and Marie’s weekend to Mudgee 

without  Chris and Marie
27 – 28 September 2014 -  Repor t  by  V ick i  Legge Photos  by  Graham F le tcher

18 members le f t  Glenbrook in 
g lor ious weather for our run over 
the Mounta ins to Mudgee to meet 
up with members from the Canberra 
Chapter and v is i t  the Mudgee Food 
and Wine Fest iva l . We col lected our 
upper mounta ins members a long the 
way with Rober t Kai  jo in ing the run 
at  Wentworth Fa l l s  fo l lowed by a 
quick stop at  B lue Mounta ins Mazda 
to p ick up Donel le  and Chris .
BYO morning tea revea led goodies 
ga lore at  our regular stop at  Lake 
Wal lace . On the road aga in and we 
headed of f  to Mudgee v ia  Kandos 
and Rylstone towards our lunch 
dest inat ion at  the Blue Wren Winery. 
We enjoyed a n ice lunch and had 
p lenty of  t ime to get  to chat  and get 
to know our newest members , Bob 
and Carol  Pearce .

Arr iv ing in Mudgee , we met up with 
the Canberra Chapter for a  chat 
and a dr ink before h i t t ing the main 
street of  Mudgee . The street had 
been c losed of f  and loca l  winer ies 
and gourmet food out lets  had set 
up sta l l s . We s lowly ate and drank 
our way up and down Main Street 
sampl ing some great  wines and loca l 
produce .
Dinner arrangements were less 
about the food and more about 

watching the NRL Grand F ina l . We 
decided to eat  at  the Cour thouse 
Motel , much to the surpr ise and 
del ight  of  the owners , who produced 
a lovely  countr y meal  for our par ty 
of  20. The footy star ted and the 
par ty got loud. Compet i t ion was 
f ierce and fun between members 
suppor t ing d i f ferent teams and kept 
us enter ta ined. 
We a l l  en joyed a hear ty breakfast 
before heading of f  towards Hi l l  End. 
Having ident i f ied a potent ia l  MX-5 

enjoyable road, our depar ture le f t 
many quest ioning where we were 
going . “Are you sure you are going 
the r ight  way?” came over the radio. 
I  could say i t  was a l l  inst inct  and 
good research but the truth is ; I 
winged i t  a l l  the way to Bathurst . 
We arr ived in Hi l l  End, a  lovely 
a lbe i t  quiet  town. Other v is i tors 
were thr i l led to see us there and 
the cars l ined up outs ide a beaut i fu l 
o ld church soon became a h igh l ight 
for other v is i tors – a l l  s ix  of  them. 
“Which way you heading back” 
one couple asked. Wel l  sor t  of 
th is  way and then a l i t t le  that  way. 
They adv ised us about road work 
we hadn’t  known about and a f ter 
a  quick scr ibble in the d ir t  with a 
st ick , a  map was worked out for a 
run back. A br i l l i ant  MX-5 road and 
a thoroughly enjoyable dr ive took 
us r ight  into Bathurst  and onto 
our lunch dest inat ion at  O’Connel l 
Hotel .
I t  was a most enjoyable weekend 
of  surpr ises with a great  bunch of 
people . As much as we missed Chris 
and Marie they were in our thoughts 
a l l  weekend and I  am sure with us 
in sp ir i t .
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Nulon Nationals Round 3
Cootamundra Airport

20 September 2014 -  Repor t  by  Ke i th  Monaghan

The f ina l  round of  the Nulon 
Nat iona ls  was a head-to-head batt le 
down an a irpor t  runway with a 
standing star t  t imed at  400 meters 
and speed at  500 meters . During the 
morning sess ion, i t  would be one car 
at  a  t ime on the runway then a f ter 
lunch there would be s ide by s ide 
compet i t ion. 80 cars with var ied 
modi f icat ions and horsepower 
arr ived to compete with some 
boast ing over 800+Kw at the rear 
wheels . 

Arr iv ing at  Cootamundra we met 
up with Steve Green at  the motel 
then headed to the Globe Hotel 
to meet with our hosts .  This  was 
accompanied by some good pub food 
and dr inks with banter on what was 
going to happen the next day. David 
Stone and h is  son Nicky arr ived on 
Saturday morning and the fu l l  team of 
David Stone NA MX5, Glenn Thomas 
NB MX5 supercharged, Verne 
Johnson NB MX5 turbocharged, Tony 
King NB MX5 SE, Keith Monaghan 
Ford G6E Turbo and Steve Green 
Ford G6E Turbo headed to the 

a irpor t . Tony and h is  father Hugh set 
up the BBQ and MX-5 NSW Club 
hospita l i ty  su i te . 

There had been a t ight  batt le 
between the 86 c lub and the MX5 
c lub in the lead up to th is  event 
with double points  up for grabs . 
Aga inst  the more powerfu l  cars , i t 
was essent ia l  to get  the cars of f  the 
l ine quick ly. The MX5 c lub was the 
second group to run and we got 
people ta lk ing with our interest ing 
t imes . 

David Stone NA MX5 14.48 sec (400M) 108.17 MPH (500M)

Glenn Thomas NB MX5 
supercharged

15.094 sec (400M) 96.35 MPH (500M)

Verne Johnson NB MX5 
turbocharged

13.824 sec (400M) 111.38 MPH (500M)

Tony King NB MX5 SE 13.795 sec (400M) 108.95 MPH (500M)

Keith Monaghan Ford G6E 
Turbo

13.156 sec (400M) 113.63 MPH (500M)

Steve Green Ford G6E Turbo 13.321 sec (400M) 113.34 MPH (500M)

We were p ipped at  the post  by the 
86 Club, coming in 7th overa l l . We 
headed back to the motel  for pre-
d inner refreshments before the 
evening ’s  presentat ion d inner which 
helped make up for our f ina l  results .

Our thanks to Nulon for in i t iat ing 
and organis ing th is  event and 
generous ly  contr ibut ing to the entr y 
fees , accommodat ion, cater ing and 
pr izes . We are looking forward to 
par t ic ipat ing aga in in 2015. 

Final results

MOTORSPORT
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MOTORSPORT

Lesa Bunn Takes the MX-5 Cup Challenge

MX-5 Cup Round 4

24 August  2014 -  Repor tby  Greg Bunn Photos  by  Greg Bunn and Br yan Shedden

During the June Club trackday, 
Danie l  Deckers gave compet i tors a 
chance to f i l l  in  an entr y form and 
win a dr ive in the MX-5 CUP in the 
DECKSPEED NC race car. Lesa Bunn 
was the surpr ised and del ighted 
winner. August  24 was to be D-Day 
and in the lead up to a race debut , 
there is  a  lot  to do. We gathered 
together the correct  paperwork 
for the AASA Race L icense and 
sourced the FIA-approved f i reproof 
undergarments , socks and g loves 
and boots . In  true sty le , the MX-5 
NSW community stepped up with 
of fers of  he lp. David Lawler shared 
h is  exper ience of  MX-5 Cup rac ing . 
RPM’s Tammie Hotz of fered her 
two- layer race su i t  and Peter 
Batt isson of  ACDC helped out with 
the new helmet and HANS device . 
Mat i lda Mrav ic ic  sent through the 
regulat ions and a long with Nick 
Mar t inenko, mentored Lesa dur ing 
the preparat ions . We met Mat i lda 
for d inner just  pr ior to the race 
and she spent many hours expla in ing 
race et iquette , standing star ts , the 
program and race radio system and, 
most impor tant ly ; “do not let  those 
b lokes push you around on the track, 
hold your l ine and let  them pass you 
when they can.”  Danie l  Deckers and 
Michael  Hal l  were fantast ic  and took 
care of  a l l  the paperwork for the car 
entr y.
After a  typ ica l ly  fr iendly meal 
with other MX-5 Club members , 
Saturday dawned and i t  was t ime for 
qua l i fy ing . This  sess ion was a huge 

learning cur ve for Lesa . F irst  t ime 
in a  car on s l icks , with a fu l l  face 
helmet and HANS device . But with 
a few words of  encouragement from 
the other dr ivers , any apprehens ion 
quick ly  changed to determinat ion 
and Lesa set  a  new PB. 

The warm up lap for Race 1 was fu l l 
o f  the heavy braking and accelerat ing 
to warm the tyres , ensur ing they 
were n ice and st icky. A tradesman-
l ike star t  with no sta l l ing and a 
gradual  bui ld-up of  speed, saw Lesa 

Round 4 Results
There was a good turn out of  MX-
5s for Round 4 .  As the compet i t ion 
is  structured to reward cons istent 
performance , a  dr iver from any 
c lass  could potent ia l ly  take out the 
Championship. Compet i t ion was 
heat ing up with severa l  candidates 
emerg ing as  front runners with the 
top 3 p laces held by David Stone 
(Class B) , Steve Green (Class C) , 
and Danie l  Deckers (Class  A) . 

Race 1 Pole pos i t ion went to Mat i lda 

set  a  new PB of  1 :18:59 on Lap 3 . 
After 6 laps , i t  was back to the garage 
for some f ine tuning and fur ther 
encouragement from everyone . 

In Race 3 , Lesa set  yet  another 
PB of  1 :13.63. We would both l ike 
to thank Danie l  and Michael  from 
DECKSPEED Racing for putt ing 
up their  car as  a  pr ize and g iv ing 
MX-5 Club members a chance to 
exper ience dr iv ing a  race prepared 
car in a  race that  was extremely wel l 
run and organised. 

Mrav ic ic  fo l lowed by Danie l  Deckers 
and Luke Otten on th ird . And that 
i s  how race 1 ended up, a l though 
behind those pos i t ions the p laces 
were swapped numerous t imes with 
f ierce compet i t ion ensuing . Race 2 
aga in saw Mat i lda and Danie l  f i rst 
and second with Cra ig  Durrant 
coming in at  th ird . The f ina l  race of 
the day saw Deckers on f i rst , with a 
wel l -deser ved 2nd for Stu McFadyen 
and Steve Green f in ish ing 3rd.
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CAMS NSW Supersprint Round 5
10 August  2014 -  Repor t  Dav id  Lawler, Photos  by  Mar iano Lo i sso ( f la tsh i f t ing .com)

Round 5

The round 5 of  the  2014 NSW 
Superspr int  was held on Sunday 10th 
August  at  Sydney Motorspor t Park 
GP Circuit . A number of  Superspr int 
regulars  who had been at  the Phi l l ip 
Is land 6-Hour the prev ious weekend 
understandably chose to miss  th is 
event , so numbers were down s l ight ly 
on prev ious Superspr int  rounds . Even 
so, the 22 members who represented 
the c lub scored 446 points , beat ing 
the ARDC with 325 points . Ed Cory 
was unable to br ing h is  race car up 
from Canberra due to problems with 
h is  tow vehic le , but he st i l l  drove up 
in h is  road-reg istered MX-5 aka “the 
green machine” , to compete and 
rack up some points . Unfor tunate ly 
that  car i s  much s lower than the 
race car he normal ly  dr ives , and 
that  a long with some tyre problems 
resulted in Ed p lac ing much lower 
in c lass  4B than usua l . Also in c lass 
4B, Ian Combes made a return 
a f ter being away from track events 
s ince the f i rst  Superspr int  round in 
Februar y, where he had an ear ly  day 
a f ter h is  car developed a ser ious oi l 
leak . S ince then the car has had a 
complete rebui ld inc luding some 
s ign i f icant  upgrades to the eng ine . 
Unfor tunate ly  i t  was not ready in 
t ime , and so Ian made a last  minute 
change to share another MX-5 in 
4B. Phi l  Abrahams has had some bad 
luck recent ly  with h is  Vor tex, and 
that  cont inued with a c lutch fa i lure 
on the warm up lap of  h is  f i rst  run 
meaning that  Phi l  d id not complete 
even one lap.

At the end of  Round 5 the MX-5 
c lub were now in thelead with 277 
points  over the ARDC.

     

Class  1B Bryan Shedden 1st , Keith Monaghan 2nd

Class 1D Mike Kelsey 1st

Class 2A Scott  McGarr y 1st , J im Gl issan 3rd

Class 2B Ralph Thompson 1st , Russ Maxwel l  3rd, 
Dennis  Chiswick 5th , John Karayannis  6th 

Class 2C Phi l  Ashton 4th , Luke Kovac ic  5th

Class 3C Ray Estre ich 7th aga inst  some ver y strong opposit ion

Class 4B David Lawler 1st , Steve Green 2nd, Ed Cory 5th , 
Ian Combes 6th 

Class 5B Phi l  Abraham unfor tunate ly  d idn’t  get  a  result  as  a 
result  of  h is  c lutch fa i lure

Class 6A Tony King 2nd

Class SVB Gus E l ias  2nd, Mike Hicks 3rd

Class SVD Matt & Greg Perr y in their  Sky l ine were 7th & 9th
aga inst  some ver y fast  cars 

Round 5 results

       

Class  1B Stewar t Temesvar y, Br yan Shedden, Keith Monaghan and 
Mitchel l  Bennet took the c lean sweep of  1st  to 4th

Class 1D Mike Kelsey was 1st  and set  a  PB

Class 2A Another c lean sweep with Scott  McGarr y, Tony 
Wil l iams and J im Gl issan in 1st  to 3rd

Class 2B Ralph Thompson was 1st , Russ Maxwel l , Dennis 
Chiswick and Peter Feutr i l  in  4th to 6th , and Derek 
Mock took 8th

Class 2C Phi l  Ashton and Luke Kovac ic  was 3rd & 4th behind the 
inev i tab le Porsches

Class 3A Peter Browning was 2nd

Class 3B Kevin Addison and Phi l  Abrahams were 4th & 5th

Class 3C Ray Estre ich got 6th aga inst  some strong opposit ion

Class 4B Ed Cory and David Lawler were 1st  & 2nd, with Ian 
Combes dr iv ing a  Deckspeed “rent-a-racer” car in 5th

Class 6A Tony King grabbed 1st  and set  a  new c lass  record

Class SVB Gus E l ias  and Greg Bunn were 2nd and 3rd, with Mike 
Hicks not at  th is  round.

Class SVD Matt Perr y was 6th

Round 6 results
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CAMS NSW Supersprint Round 7
7 September 2014  Wakef ie ld Park

Round 7

This  year, our team scored 3219 
points , beat ing the ARDC to the 
Tit le  by 1007 points . This  i s  the 
NSW MX-5 Club’s  9th Superspr int 
win making us the most success fu l 
c lub in championship h istor y. The 
championship c lass  structure can 
prove to be a d isadvantage to a 
s ing le marque c lub such as ours 
and th is  win is  a  testament to the 
commitment and sk i l l  o f  our 37 
dr ivers and count less  suppor ters . A 
hear ty congratu lat ions to Stewar t 
Temesvar y who is  the 2014 Type 1 
Superspr int  Champion.

The 7th and f ina l  round of  the 
2014 CAMS NSW Superspr int 
Championship was run at  Sydney 
Motorspor t Park on Sunday 5th 
October.

The MX-5 Club came to th is  round 
with a championship lead of  729 
points  over the ARDC, and a lso 
with many MX-5 Club members in a 
good pos i t ion to win their  type or 
c lass  categor ies . With 18 members 
entered from the MX-5 Club we 

       

Class  1B Bryan Shedden, Stewar t Temesvar y & Keith Monaghan 
took the c lean sweep of  1st  to 3rd

Class 2A Scott  McGarr y was 1st

Class 2B Ralph Thompson and Russ Maxwel l  were 1st  & 2nd, 
with Dennis  Chiswick 5th and Derek Mock 7th

Class 2C Phi l  Ashton and Luke Kovac ic  were 3rd & 4th behind 
the usua l  Porches

Class 4B Ed Cory was 1st  (by 0 .064s!)  from David Lawler 

Class 6A Tony King 1st

Class SVB Mike Hicks and Gus E l ias  were 2nd & 3rd

Class SVC Craig  Gar t latcher got 2nd in h is  f i rst  superspr int  th is 
year

Class SVD Matt Perr y and Greg Perr y were 3rd & 4th

Round 7 results

were in a  good pos i t ion to extend 
that  championship lead in the spr int 
to the f in ish .

With 5 runs on the day, a  number 
of  c lub members set  PBs , and there 
were a lso lap records to Ed Cory in 
4B with 1 :04.409, and Tony King in 
6A with 1 :06.074.

The MX-5 Club members won the 

day with 421 points , fo l lowed by 
Manly Warr ingah Spor t ing Car Club 
with 163 points  and ARDC with 143 
points .

This  result  capped a great  year 
for our c lub, tak ing the c lub 
championship by 1007 points  from 
the ARDC. 
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DRIVER TRAINING

This  was the f i rst  dr iver tra in ing 
event I  he lped organise . I  was both 
ner vous and excited about what 
lay ahead. Al l  of  us organisers were 
both happy and re l ieved to see that 
our ef for ts  meant the day ran as 
smoothly as  poss ib le , whi le  at  the 
same t ime learning a  few lessons on 
how to opt imise for next t ime .

We awoke in a  warm and sunny 
Goulburn on Sunday morning , 
a long with a large amount of  fog . 
Thankfu l ly  i t  c leared ver y ear ly  and 
the sun grew stronger. By the t ime 
we made the shor t tr ip from our 
motel  in  Goulburn down to Marulan 
i t  had c leared.

We got to the track br ight  and ear ly, 
just  a f ter 7 :00am (David Lawler st i l l 
managed to beat  us somehow!)  and 
got the paperwork out of  the way 
before the crowds arr ived. Sure 
enough, the other 55 dr ivers began 
to turn up and we had a fu l l  carpark 
before long . The day saw lots  of  MX-
5’s , of  course , and others inc luding 
a Subaru BRZ and Toyota 86 GT - 
which were of  course ver y easy 
to d ist inguish on the track -  a  few 
from the Holden camp inc luding an 
SS Commodore and Cruze , a  1981 
Tr iumph TR7 and a Renault  Megane 
RS, and even some nut job in an old 
automat ic  Corol la  (who happens to 
a lso be my husband) .

We were for tunate to have 11 
adv isors inc luding Lesa Bunn and 
Tammie Hotz . The feedback was 
excel lent , especia l ly  hav ing p lenty of 
ta lented female dr ivers on hand to 
help with a l l  the lad ies in the f i rst 
t imers & beg inners groups . from a 
females perspect ive . I t ’s  great  to see 
so many women gett ing involved! 
So a b ig  “thank you” to a l l  the c lub 

members who gave up their  t ime to 
provide adv ice and h ints  about the 
fundamenta ls  of  dr iv ing on a track.

The f i rst  of f ic ia l  event of  the 
day was the track walk . Je f f  f rom 
MDTC spoke to the group about 
the correct  corner approaches and 
turn in points , appropr iate speeds 
and gears to be in for each corner, 
accelerat ion points  a long with some 
advice on how to dr ive through them 
and pointed out some key features of 
the course . David Lawler then gave a 
dr ivers br ie f ing , address ing on-track 
behav ior and some fundamenta ls  of 
track dr iv ing et iquette for the f i rst 
t imers . Next , the run sheets were 
handed out , the beg inner dr ivers 
star ted pa ir ing of f  with adv isors , and 
the f i rst  cars star ted making their 
way to the stag ing area .

Each group of  6 to 7 cars was worked 
out based on dr ivers prev ious track 
exper ience . The 10 minute sess ions 
ran back to back to ensure min imal 
de lays between groups and g ive 
dr ivers enough t ime to get  into 
a rhythm for each sess ion. Due 
to hav ing n ine groups -  inc luding 
three f i rst  t imer groups -  and some 
administrat ive delays caus ing a  late 
star t , each group only managed an 
average 4 runs on the track dur ing 
the day.

By the next MDTD we expect that 
an extens ion on the track wi l l  be 
opened, a l lowing for more cars per 
group; between 9 to 10. In re lat ion 
to the group numbers , th is  would 
mean we would have fewer groups 
for the next event . We would be 
looking at  e i ther 5 or 6 . This  wi l l 
ensure more runs and overa l l  t ime 
on the track for par t ic ipants .
The overa l l  fee l ing was pos i t ive and 

FUN IN THE SUN

(AND AROUND THE CORNERS!)
26 October  2014 Repor t  -  Nata l ie  S t ra in  Photos  by  Nata l ie  S t ra in  and Peter  Hi lkmann

The MX5 Club of  NSW ran another success fu l  day at  the Marulan Driver Tra in ing Centre , 
focused on learning track dr iv ing techniques and improving dr iver sk i l l .

that  the longer sess ions a l lowed an 
ample amount of  t ime for each of  the 
dr ivers to receive instruct ion from 
advisors and perfect  or improve 
on their  sk i l l s  and techniques they 
had p icked up dur ing the day. The 
progress of  the f i rst  t imers was 
c lear ly  v is ib le as  the day progressed. 
For people l ike me , watching from 
the s ide l ines the whole day, the 
improvement from everyone in the 
beg inners and f i rst  t imers groups 
was obvious by the end of  the day 
and they are a l l  to be commended.

A big  thank you goes out to a l l  o f  the 
adv isors , Tammie Hotz , Lesa Bunn, 
Br yan Sheddan, Russe l l  Maxwel l , 
Stuar t  McFadyen, David Lawler, Luke 
Kovac ic , Greg Bunn, Peter Feutr i l l , 
Steve Green and Glenn Thomas. They 
gave up their  t ime to come out to 
Marulan and g ive the dr ivers some 
of  the ir  usefu l  track knowledge and 
adv ice . We appreciated a l l  o f  your 
help.

Also I  l ike to thank the other 
organisers , David Lawler, Helen 
Green, L indsay Green, Joshua 
F i tzgera ld and Steve F isher. They 
helped me to make th is  day poss ib le 
and are just  as  much to be thanked.

113 Fairford Road
Padstow NSW

1300 669 620
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MOTORSPORT

2015 Motorsport 
Competition Program

There ’s  p lenty  o f  ways  to  get  invo lved and have fun wi th a huge var ie ty  o f  motor spor t 
ac t i v i t i es  o f fered by the C lub , cater ing to  a l l  exper ience leve l s .

The 2014 Motorkhana was a great  success , with many 
dr ivers f ind ing out for the f i rst  t ime just  how much 
fun they can have in an MX-5. A fur ther 2 Motorkhanas 
have been scheduled for 2015. These events are a great 
oppor tunity to lega l ly  have a lot  of  fun in your da i ly-
dr ive and are h igh ly  recommended to people who have 
never before rea l ly  cons idered being exuberant in their 
dr iv ing . Motorkhanas are t imed tests  featur ing one car 
at  a  t ime dr iv ing round a shor t  course marked with 
witches-hats  or f lags  at  re lat ive ly  low speed in 1st  or 2nd 
gear. Conducted in a  c losed environment on a low gr ip 
sur face such as watered concrete , Motorkhana requires 
no specia l  car or dr iver equipment or preparat ion. The 
c lub wi l l  make ava i lab le exper ienced dr ivers to r ide in 
the passenger seat  and provide adv ice dur ing each run. 

Motorkhanas

The dr iver tra in ing days at  Marulan Driver Tra in ing 
Centre (MDTC) wi l l  cont inue in 2015, with 3 events 
p lanned between Februar y and October. The MDTC 
venue has a  fa ir ly  t ight  and twisty track that  l imits 
speeds to those s imi lar  to dr iv ing on the road, and is  a 
great  env ironment for dr iver tra in ing , par t icu lar ly  in  an 
MX-5. At these events , a  number of  c lub members with 
exper ience in compet i t ion make themselves ava i lab le to 
provide of f - track adv ice , and on-track tu i t ion from the 
passenger seat . I  see these events as  be ing the idea l  f i rst 
step onto a track, and a great  way to star t  developing 
the sk i l l s  and knowledge that  wi l l  be usefu l  for dr iv ing 
at  c lub track days . 

Driver Training Days at MDTC

NSW MX-5 Club track days are recognised by many 
from with in and outs ide the c lub as being wel l  organized, 
en joyable events . Our success fu l  formula wi l l  cont inue 
with 6 track days scheduled for 2015. Club track days are 
conducted by our exper ienced, CAMS af f i l i a ted of f ic ia ls 
and of fer a  sa fe and fr iendly env ironment for beg inners 
and novices . Track days are not races but t imed sess ions 
with p lenty of  track t ime to pract ice your sk i l l s  and 
improve upon your PB.  Ladies Only Sess ions Grassroots 
motorspor t i s  one of  the few arenas where men and 
women can par t ic ipate on an equal  bas is . However, 
whi lst  there has a lways been an interest , par t icu lar ly  in 
the Marulan Driver Tra in ing Days , some of  our lady c lub 
members have been hes i tant  to make their  motorspor t 
debut . I t  prompted Gaynor Lawler to ask ; “What i f  there 
was an a l l  lad ies group at  Wakef ie ld , would you have a 
go?” She got an overwhelming and ecstat ic  “YES! ! !”  Wel l 
lad ies , your wish has been granted. Thanks to Gaynor, 
there is  current ly  enough interest  to run 2 dedicated 
lad ies-only groups at  the May 31 Club Track Day at 
Wakef ie ld . The day wi l l  be suppor ted by our exper ienced 
lady dr ivers who wi l l  provide guidance and adv ice on 
request  for those making their  Wakef ie ld debut . Watch 
the MX-5 Club webs i te for an express ions of  interest 
form. Go g ir ls , there’s  no stopping you now. 

Club Track Days

The MX-5 Cup race ser ies was inaugurated in 2014 and 
des igned to min imise the cost  and complexity  of  rac ing . 
The MX-5 Cup provides a  sa fe , suppor t ive and enjoyable 
env ironment for dr ivers to learn and develop their  rac ing 
sk i l l s . In  2015, the ser ies wi l l  expand to 7 rounds , spread 
across Wakef ie ld Park and Sydney Motorspor t Park 
South Circuit . One of  these rounds wi l l  be des ignated a 
nat iona l  event with MX-5 compet i tors from Queens land 
and Victor ia  attending . Fur ther in format ion and contact 
deta i l s  about the MX-5 Cup ser ies are ava i lab le from 
the c lub webs i te . 

MX-5 Cup

Many c lub members wi l l  a lso be involved in the NSW 
Superspr int  Championship. Open to a l l  CAMS af f i l i a ted 
c lubs in NSW, the Championship has a  s imi lar  format to 
our Club Track days with t imed sess ions and regulated 
speed groups . Superspr int ing of fers the perfect  forum 
for those wish ing to exper ience a wide var iety of  track 
conf igurat ions and is  a  cost  e f fect ive way to get  more 
“seat  t ime”. This  year, 37 c lub members competed at 
Superspr int  events and they success fu l ly  won the c lub 
championship. Many c lub members a lso won their 
var ious categor ies in the championship. 
There wi l l  be 7 Superspr int  rounds in 2015 and we 
look forward to welcoming new dr ivers to our winning 
2014 team as we defend the championship t i t le . As a 
bonus , the Nat iona l  Superspr int  Championship event 
wi l l  be held in NSW in 2015, g iv ing par t ic ipat ing c lub 
members the oppor tunity to win a nat iona l  t i t le . 
Strateg ic  p lanning for the season wi l l  be underway soon 
and keen Superspr inters are inv i ted to ass ist  with team 
communicat ions and championship reg istrat ions . 

NSW Supersprint Championship
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The 2015 compet i t ion ca lendar sees a  s ign i f icant 
extens ion of  the scope and number of  motorspor t 
events run by the c lub and th is  i s  only poss ib le 
thanks to the large number of  volunteers who help 
organise and run these act iv i t ies . There many ways 
to get  involved in our 2015 program inc luding event 
promotion and p lanning , entr y and administrat ion, 
scrut ineer ing , t iming and in par t icu lar, p i t  lane and f lag 
marsha l l ing . 

HELP!
I’m stuck!

For fur ther deta i l s  and to reg ister your interest , v is i t 
the c lub webs i te or contact :

David Lawler 
Compet i t ion Secretar y 
compet i t ion@mx5.com.au 
(m) 0403 070 644 
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MOTORSPORT

Date Event Organiser Location

Feb 08 Club Track Day -  R3 MX-5 Wakef ie ld Park

Feb 14 -  15 MX-5 Cup -  R1 Formula Vee Wakef ie ld Park

Mar 07 FOSC FOSC SMSP North

Mar 08 NSW Superspr int  R1 & 2014 
Superspr int  presentat ions

ARDC SMSP GP

Apr 12 Club Track Day – R4 MX-5 SMSP South

Apr 19 NSW Superspr int  -  R2 MX-5 Wakef ie ld Park

Apr 26 MX-5 Cup -  R2 MRA Wakef ie ld Park

May 02-03 F O S C F O S C Wakef ie ld Park

May 17 Driver Tra in ing Day #1 MX-5 MDTC

May 31 Club Track Day – R5 MX-5 Wakef ie ld Park

May 31 MX-5 Cup -  R3 FOSC SMSP South

May 31 FOSC FOSC SMSP South

Jun 14 NSW Superspr int  -  R3 NSWRRC SMSP North

Jun 28 Motorkhana #1 M X - 5 S M S P  Skidpan

Jun 28 M X - 5  Cup R 4 M R A Wakef ie ld Park

Ju l  19 NSW Superspr int  -  R4 ARDC SMSP GP

Jul  26 FOSC FOSC SMSP South

Aug 01-02 Phi l l ip  Is land 6-Hour Regular i ty  Relay 6 Hour Relay Inc Phi l l ip  Is land GP

Aug 09 MX-5 Cup -  R5 AASA Wakef ie ld Park

Aug 09 NSW Superspr int  -  R5 ARDC SMSP GP

Aug 29 Club Track Day – R1 &
2013/2014 Presentat ions

MX-5 SMSP South

Sep 06 M X - 5  C U P  -  R 6 MRA Wakef ie ld Park

Sep 13 NSW Superspr int  -  R6 Mini  C C Wakef ie ld Park

Oct 03 NSW Superspr int  -  R7 NSWRRC SMSP South

Oct 25 Driver Tra in ing Day #2 MX-5 MDTC

Nov 01 FOSC FOSC SMSP South

Nov 01 MX-5 Cup -  R7 FOSC SMSP South

Nov 14-15 Austra l ian Superspr int  Championships N S W R R C Wakef ie ld Park

Nov 16 Club Track Days -  R2 M X - 5 Wakef ie ld Park

Dec 06 Motorkhana #2 M X - 5 SMSP Skidpan

Dec 13 Club Track Days -  R3 M X - 5 SMSP South

2015 COMPETITION CALENDAR
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the President’s PicnicAt

Club Torque 39 



24-26 Hollywood Drive
Lansvale NSW
(02) 9727 6788

CHAPTER SPONSORS

Unit 6/1 Park Street
Belconnen ACT
(02) 6253 1396

42 Great Western Hwy   
Medlow Bath NSW

(02) 4788 1018

MAJOR SPONSORS

23 Kemble Court
Mitchell ACT

(02) 6262 2680
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