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NSW MEMBERSHIP REPORT

NEW members 
Welcome!

722
TOTA L

[financial]

current       
membership        

57
N ew  

members       

James Axisa 
Jeanette Bramley
John Bramley
Sarena Chan
Anda Clayton
Brian Clayton
Edward Crowley
Julie Farquhar
Paul Farquhar
Victor Farrugia
Ian Foster
Christopher Fotheringham
Andrea Galliford
John Galliford
Robert Guyder
Keith Hammond
Ron Hammond
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Blake Hotz
Evan Hotz
Rory House
Kristy Jirgens
Christoph Jirgens
Matthew Johnson
Adam Jones
Andrew Jones
Garry Keyvar
Anna Kuzmanovski
Danny Kuzmanovski
Stephen Lord
Jacqueline McCormack
Donald McCormack
John Munro 
Geoff  Moran
Christopher Osborne

Diana Pullen
John Pullen
Greg Richard
Deborah Rhodes
Chris Rowe
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Pamela Stewart
Dave Stewart
John Tilley
Maria Tzannes
Nicole Tziavaras
Nicholas Tziavaras
Gabrielle Wilson
Bruce Withnall
Terence Wong
Barbara Wyatt
Chris Wyatt
Martyn Voormeulen
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PRESIDENT’S 
BRIEF

by Bryan Shedden

ca lendar  for  the  year.  We a l l 
re laxed the next  day  wi th 
the ver y  popular  Chr is tmas 
Gather ing a t  Joadja  Winer y.
On 22nd November,  I 
a t tended the CAMS State 
Motor  Spor t  Awards  n ight  a t 
the  Roya l  Automobi le  Club 
of  Austra l ia ,  and was  jo ined 
by Mike & Cobie  Hicks,  and 
Stewar t  & Jeanet te  Temesvar y 
wi th the i r  sons  David and 
Adam.  The awards  recognise 
car  c lubs  and the i r  mi les tones, 
s ta te  champions,  CAMS 
ser v ice  awards  and off ic ia l s 
of  the  year,  as  wel l  as  other 
perpetua l  awards.   S tewar t  was 
presented wi th the Superspr int 
Type 1  Champion sh ie ld ,  I 
rece ived the Superspr int  Club 
Champion shie ld  on beha l f  of  
the  MX-5 Club of  NSW, and 
Mike rece ived the Event  of  the 
Year  award on beha l f  of  the 
CAMS NSW Superspr int  panel . 
I t  was  wor thy recogni t ion for 
an except iona l ly  successfu l 
year  of  motorspor t  by 
the MX-5 Club of  NSW.
The las t  few months  a l so saw 
a  wave of  new infor mat ion, 
repor ts,  photos  and v ideo 

about  the  new ND MX-
5.  The car  was  d isp layed at 
the  LA Auto Show on 19th 
November  wi th a  co l lect ion of  
new promot iona l  photos  f rom 
Mazda .  And on 31st  Januar y, 
there  was  a  f lur r y  for  act iv i ty 
as  the  embargo was  l i f ted on 
the wor ld  media ’s  f i r s t  dr ive 
of  the  ND in Barce lona . 
Loca l  media  conf i r med that 
Austra l ia  wi l l  get  both the 
1 .5L and 2 .0L engines  wi th 
engine output  conf i r med as 
96kW/150Nm for  the  1 .5L, 
whi le  the  2 .0L i s  expected to 
produce 125kW and 200Nm. 
According to  the Murdoch 
& Fair fax  papers,  s tar t ing 
pr ices  are  suspected to  be 
about  $36k-$37k (+ORC),  and 
GoAuto int imates  poss ib ly  less 
than th is.  Some have g r umbled 
about  the  power  output  of  the 
2 .0L engine,  but  I  reckon the 
most  exc i t ing th ing i s  the  kerb 
weight  which i s  repor ted to  be 
1000kg or  poss ib ly  less  for  an 
entr y  leve l  spec.  When wi l l  we 
get  i t ?  Second ha l f  of  2015, 
wi th the f i rs t  cars  expected to 
ar r ive  in  Austra l ia  in  August .

2015 marks  the  25th 
anniversar y  of  the  Mazda 
MX-5 Club of  NSW, and we 
have a  bumper  year  ahead. 
Our p lanning for  the  year  i s 
wel l  advanced,  wi th a  deta i led 
schedule  of  events  mapped 
out  on the Club Websi te.  176 
events  are  a l ready locked in , 
and no doubt  there  are  more 
to  come.  I  hope your  dr iv ing 
shoes  and par ty  c lothes  are 
ready because  2015 i s  going 
to  be a  fantast ic  r ide  that 
you won’t  want  to  miss !
As you can imagine,  p lanning 
th is  enor mous var ie ty  of  
events  for  our  700 p lus 
members  i s  no smal l  task .  F i rs t 
of  a l l  the  motorspor t  dates  are 
locked in  because  these  are 
the  most  d i f f icu l t  to  sor t  out . 
Then on 29th November,  we 
f i l l ed  a  smal l  meet ing room at 
Camden Val ley  Inn wi th a l l  of  
our  Convenors,  some of  the i r 
ass i s tants,  and a  few Committee 
members,  for  our  2nd Annual 
Convenors  Conference.  This 
was  a  fu l l  day  of  d iscuss ion 
and p lanning ,  ab ly  fac i l i ta ted 
by Fiona Shedden,  and 
eventuated in  a  deta i led event 

Club Torque 5 



2014 MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

My MX-5

Gar y Nobrega
1991 Class ic  Red NA6
NB8A 5 speed
Pol i shed Cam Cover
Toga h igh volume oi l  pump
Magnecore  b lue  8mm igni t ion 
leads
Car  Make Corns  s ta in less 
50mm cat  back system,  h igh 
f low cat
Extreme 3 .6kg f lywheel , 
Exedy spor ts  tuff  k i t
Front  Brakes :  NA8 disc  and 
ca l iper  convers ion wi th Hawk 
HP+ pads,  DBA T3 s lot 
rotors. 
Mazdaspeed front  and rear 
s t r ut  brace  and sway bars, 
Rac ing Beat  ad justable  end 
l inks,  Yel lowspeed dynamic 
pro spor t  co i l  overs
Brown Davis  ro l l  bar
Inter ior :  P ioneer  head 
uni t ,  P ioneer  6 .5” four-way 
speakers.  Mazdaspeed Type 
F seats,  Mazdaspeed 360mm 
steer ing wheel 

Congratulations to Gary 
Nobrega, our 2014 Member 
of  The Year. Gary was 

shocked and surprised when his 
win was announced at the MX-5 
Club of  NSW Christmas Gathering 
at Joadja Winery. “Ï had no idea 
what I had done to win when it was 
announced my reaction was quite 
funny and made a few people laugh,” 
he says with characteristic modesty.
	 Gary joined the MX-5 Club 
of  NSW in July 2012 and has since 
been a keen participant in a variety 
of  events. Over the MOTY year, 
Gary joined the BreakFast Club for 
9 outings, including his favourite; the 
Brass Monkey Run. Working closely 
with Adam Walker, Gary also led 
the Mad Hatter’s Run to Berry. “I 
did one trial run a few weeks before 
just to make sure the road was up to 
standards and so I wouldn’t get lost on 
the day. I did anyway,” he says. Asked 
if  he has any advice for those planning 
a run, Gary laughs, “safety first, 
adhere to all the laws of  the road and 
yes, memorise your planned route.” 	
	 Gary also managed to find 

time to join in 7 Sydney Chapter runs, 
2 RPM runs and 6 All Club events.
Gary has more than a passing 
interest in Motorsport. The Marulan 
Driver Training Days are another 
favourite event and he also appeared 
at a Motorkhana and a Track 
Day. Gary also achieved MOTY 
points for attending the AGM and 
contributing photos for Club Torque. 

     
                “The Club gives me         	

friendship, freedom and a sense of  
belonging.”

	 Gary has owned his MX-5 
for six years. “Since a very young 
age I’ve been passionate about 
the Mazda make and their sports 
cars”, he says. “I believe Mazda 
have captured the joys of  driving 
perfectly with the MX-5. It out-
handles more expensive cars and it’s 
reliable. It’s the perfect combination.” 
Gary has made significant 
modifications to his 1991 NA6. 
“I’m a mechanic by trade,” he 
says, “so I’ve done all the work 
myself. I couldn’t help myself ”. 
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2014 MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
MOTY points  are 
tabulated over  the 
course  of  a  fu l l 
membership year 
-  1s t  November 
to  31st  October. 

Committee  members 
and the i r  par tners  are 
ine l ig ib le  for  MOTY 
awards  and are  not 
inc luded on the points 
tab le.  For mer rec ip ients 
of  the  awards  are 
a l so ine l ig ib le,  which 
exc ludes  Graham 
Fletcher  (98) ,  Peter 
Bat t i sson (81) ,  and 
Peter  Feutr i l l  (68)  f rom 

the points  tab le.

Clo ckwi s e  Phil  Mayo  ( le f t ) 
Runner  Up Member  of  The 
Year  wi th Mark Gray. 

Runner  Up New Member  of  
The Year  Chris  Rhodes. 

New Member  of  The Year 
K ar l  Mittman

Runner-Up Member  of  the 
Year  i s  Phi l  Mayo.  Phi l  i s 
a  for mer  Convenor  of  the 
Hunter  Chapter  and has  been 
ver y  act ive  in  the  Club for 
h is  seven and a  ha l f  years  of  
membership.  Phi l  organised 
four  r uns,  par t ic ipated in 
three  t rack days  and 14 r uns 
& soc ia l  events  ( inc luding 
NatMeet  in  Queens land) , 
and provided s tor ies  and 
photos  for  Club Torque. 
	 The 2014 New Member 
of  the  Year  i s  Kar l  Mit tman. 
Kar l  jo ined the Club in  June 
2013 and completed h is  f i r s t 
fu l l  year  of  membership in 
2014,  making h im e l ig ib le 
for  MOTY. His  Facebook 
fr iends  wi l l  know only  too 
wel l  that  "Kaos Kur r i"  i s  a 
ver y  enthus ias t ic  member  of  
the  Hunter  Chapter.  Dur ing 
the year,  he  par t ic ipated in 
13 r uns,  organised/ass is ted 
three  events,  contr ibuted a 
Club Torque ar t ic le ,  and d id 
the Motorkhana at  Eastern 
Creek .  Kar l  rece ived h is  award 
at  the  Hunter  Convenors  BBQ.
Runner-Up New Member  of  

the  Year  i s  Chr is  Rhodes.  Chr is 
i s  a  res ident  of  the  Centra l 
Coast  and has  found his  home 
amongst  our  c lub members 
in  the  Hunter  Chapter  s ince 
jo in ing the c lub in  Januar y 
2013.  His  involvement  in 
c lub act iv i t ies  fo l lowed a 
s imi lar  path to  Kar l ,  wi th 
par t ic ipat ion in  11 r uns, 
organised/ass is ted two events, 
contr ibuted a  Club Torque 
ar t ic le  and photos,  and d id  the 
Motorkhana at  Eastern Creek . 

Words,  Br yan Shedden,  Mel  Kel ler .  Photos  Peter  Hilkmann,  Mel  Kel ler 
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Vale

Russell John Battisson
  1977 - 2014

A member of  the MX-5 Club 
of  NSW since 2005, Russell 
Battisson was a wonderfully 

warm, friendly and helpful personality 
with a no nonsense approach to life. 

Russell worked with his father David 
at MX5 Solutions in Canberra, and was 
close to his uncle Peter at ACDC. Many 
of  our members have been grateful for 
Russell’s excellent work on our cars.

MX-5s and off-road ralllying were 
Russell›s passion. Those who 
attended NatMeet 2012 could not 
forget his remarkable MX-5 rally 
car that was displayed at Concours.

Russell suffered a severe asthma 
attack and despite the best efforts of  
staff  at the Harden Medical Centre 
and Canberra Hospital, he did not 
recover. He passed away on 25th 
November, surrounded by his family. 

Russell’s funeral took place on 
December 3rd, 2014. Among the 
mourners were Bryan Shedden and 
Glenn Thomas representing the 
Club Committee and all 6 of  our 
resident NSW Life Members; Jean 
Cook, Zan and Rod Menzel, Cobie 
and Mike Hicks and Paul Beerworth. 
They were joined by almost all of  the 
members of  the Canberra Chapter. 

Rest in peace Russell. Your mates 
from the MX-5 community are 
deeply saddened by your passing.  

Some  f o lk  d r i v e  f o r  t ranspo r t , 
j u s t  a  means  un to  an  end ,
They  t r ea t  th e i r  ca r s  a s  mer e 
mach ine ,  and  no t   a  t r u s t ed  f r i end , 
Conc e r n ed  on l y  f o r  th e  badg e  in 
f r ont ,  how br ight  i t  may be shining , 
And th e  many  p r e t t y  t oy s 
in s id e ,  th e i r  eg o s  th e r e  d e f in ing .

The  d r i v e r  s e e s  i t  d i f f e r en t l y, 
w i th  th e i r  ca r  b e c omes  a 
par t ,  Take  th e  r oad  t og e th e r , 
w i th  a  s ing l e  b ea t ing  h ear t , 
The  tu rbo ’s  r i s in g  wa i l ,  t h e 
exhaus t ’s  mus c l ed  sub t l e  g r ow, 
To  th e  d r i v e r ’s  ea r ,  an  o r ch e s t ra , 
th e r e ’s  mus i c  in  tha t  how l .

				  

The  r oad  you  f e e l ,  w i th in  your 
pa lms,  a t  e v e r y  b end  you  take, 
Ever y  bump and  l in e  and  camber , 
ea ch  t r iumph and  mi s take, 
Your  ca r  i t  t e l l s  you  a l l  o f  
th i s,  f o r  th i s  i s  t r u l y  l i v in ’ , 
Pe t r o l  f l ow ing  th r ough  th e 
v e in s,  and  way s  i t  can  b e  d r i v en .

Not  ju s t  a  f r e eway  d r i v e ,  bu t 
ea ch  ou t ing  on  a  mi s s i on , 
And no t  a  v e e r ing  t r und l e , 
bu t  a  ta sk o f  d e e p  p r e c i s i on , 
Not  th e  t ed ium o f  t ra f f i c , 
r e l i e f  a t  h e  a r r i v ing , 
The  th r i l l  i s  in  th e  j ou r ney, 
and  th e  pas s i on  in  th e  d r i v ing .

© Graeme Cook 2009
 

“The Driver”
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MX-5 hire from 
$95 a day!

Finding an affordable 
sports car to hire in 
Sydney can be difficult. 
There are plenty of car 
rental companies with 
people movers, hatch-
backs, sedans and 
SUV’s on offer, but what 
you want something fun 
and affordable?

That’s exactly what 
we’re here for. We have 
sports cars to hire that 
are practical, affordable 
and most importantly, a 
joy to drive.

Situated just 1 hours 
drive from the Sydney 
CBD, Windsor is the 
perfect starting point 
for your weekend away 
in the Blue Mountains, 
Hunter Valley or trip to 
the coast.

Why not explore and 
experience some of the 
best that New South 
Wales has to offer in the 
best way possible.. in 
an MX-5!
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TECH DAY  

Spinning Wheels 

15 November  2014.  Repor t  and Photos  by Graham Fletcher 

Clo ckwi s e

Phil  Ashton’s 
car  takes  a  sp in .

Peter  Gal lagher

Stuar t  Daly 
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Every year, club members are 
invited to gather at the Waterloo 
workshop of  Spinning Wheels 

for this popular and well supported 
Tech Day. Spinning Wheels is one 
of  the best wheel alignment facilities 
in Sydney and once again made their 
computerised alignment equipment 
available to the MX-5 Club of  NSW. 

Twelve members, old and new, secured 
a spot to have their wheel alignment 
assessed and adjusted by alignment 
guru Stuart Daly. Stuart spent time 
with each driver to determine their 
driving style and performance needs 
before providing a personalised set-

up for optimum handling and safety.

As what works for one MX-5 may not 
be the best for another (even if  they 
are the same model), Stuart closely 
monitored each vehicle with the latest 
computer technology. I was already 
happy with the performance of  my 
car when I entered the workshop 
and after speaking to Stuart very 
keen to see what could be done.

Following the alignments and 
lunch, supplied by our own Adam 
“Reggie” Walker, members had 
time to explore the workshop and 
ask questions. We were then treated 
to a tech talk on tyres by Spinning 

Wheels owner Peter Gallagher. Peter 
clearly explained how different tyre 
ratings, air pressures and tyre widths 
affect a car’s performance and safety.

A huge thank you to Michael Soulos 
for organising the event with the 
Club’s sincere appreciation extended 
to both Peter Gallagher and Stuart 
Daly for their time, efforts and advice. 
Brilliant is the only word that comes 
to mind as I departed the centre 
looking for the open road only to 
find my car more responsive and 
zippier than it was before I took it in.



On 30th November, 13 little 
MX-5s from the Illawarra 
Chapter left Haywards Bay 

filled with Christmas cheer and keen 
to test out their tyres (AGAIN!) on 
the Jamberoo Mountain Road. Our 
destination would be a Christmas 
Gathering at Joadja Winery just near 
Berrima, to meet with members 
from the other five chapters of  the 
MX-5 Club of  NSW. Everyone was 
eager to arrive at the winery as our 
car boots were overflowing with 
Christmas decorations to spruce 
up our already good looking cars. 

We arrived and were very thankful 
that the paddock where we were 
parking had been slashed, so we 
weren’t walking in knee high hay. After 
decorating, and looking skywards for 
the storm forecast later on, we headed 
to our beautiful seating area, where we 
partook of  some nibbles and wine. 

The aroma of  wood-fired pizzas 
cooking ensured the line of  hungry 
members waiting for their lunch was 
always long. After enjoying our delicious 
lunch, presentations were made by 
Bryan for “Member of  the Year”, 
and also members who went above 
and beyond the call of  duty ensuring 
our club is well run and organised.

Just as Bryan started, the droplets 
began falling, and soon the formalities 
were being rushed through, before 
the heavens well and truly opened. 
We all just made it inside, before the 
downpour started. Dessert was a site 
to behold, and many thanks to the 
ladies for presenting our beautiful 
dessert in such an attractive manner. 
It was great for all six chapters of  the 
club to get together for our Christmas 
celebration, and end the year 
relaxing at such a wonderful venue. 

Words Hella Underwood

Photos Mel Keller  

Christmas 
In The
Vines 
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Celebrating Australia Day with 
your MX-5 Club of  NSW 
friends has become a bit of  a 

tradition. Our venue for 2015 was the 
picnic grounds at Avon Dam, which 
demanded a fairly early start in order 
to claim the best picnic spot. The 
Illawarra, RPM and Sydney Chapters 
took separate paths with the Sydney 
run first to depart from Heathcote 
McDonalds. Mark & Julie lead a 
group of  14 members and 2 visitors 
in 9 MX-5s. They were first to arrive 
at Avon Dam after an entertaining 
drive through the Royal National 
Park, across to Appin and Broughton 
Pass, and then south to Avon. The 
Illawarra run was last to leave but 
second to arrive. I led a group of  15 
members and 2 visitors in 10 MX-5s 
from Figtree McDonalds. This gave 
us convenient access to Mount Keira 
Road, which was recently reopened 
after a $1.75 million upgrade. 

The RPM run arrived fashionably late 

at Avon Dam, with Greg & Lesa in 
the lead. The group of  19 members 
in 10 MX-5s enjoyed a nice little drive 
through the Wollondilly countryside 
of  Mulgoa, The Oaks and Thirlmere. 
Everyone on the three runs agreed that 
the final 5km of  tight & twisty road to 
our picnic spot was an MX-5 delight! 
The combined assembly of  Australia 
Day revellers was an impressive 54 
people and 30 MX-5s. Many were 
appropriately attired in an assortment 
of  Aussie flags and Socceroos shirts. 
Adam had a flag wrapped around 
his bonnet, and Julie impressed with 
flags on her finger nails! The morning 
was spent in friendly conversation, 
dips & crackers were shared around, 
bonnets were lifted, modifications 
were prodded & admired, and those 
who had forgotten to pack a jumper 
quietly shivered and pretended they 
were pleased it wasn’t a stinking hot 
day.

After a delicious BBQ lunch, a 

small, energetic group enjoyed a hit 
of  cricket. Young Evan was the star 
with a brilliant display of  batting skill 
and sledging, while Graham made 
excuses for his performance with 
complaints about the substandard 
pitch preparation. What a wonderful 
way to spend Australia Day. Thanks 
to everyone for getting into the spirit 
and ignoring the mediocre weather 
forecast. It was worth it! 

Australia Day at Avon Dam 
26 January 2015 / Words by Bryan Shedden, Photos by Alex & Bryan Shedden & Tammie Hotz 

Club Torque 13 



BreakFast Club 

BreakFast Club Heads West 
Up The Putty Road
Twilight Run Photo By Adam Walker
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January’s Putty Road run is 
a standing tradition of  the 

BreakFast Club first conceived 
by Michael Vo (Sliq), kicking off  
the year for our early morning 
BreakFast runs. This has to be one 
of  the easiest runs to describe and 
direct. Drive straight for 140km, 
turn right at Milbrodale, turn 
right at Broke and breakfast is 
30km down the road at Wollombi.

6:30am, McGraths Hill and the 
roadsters were starting to stream 
in. 7am rolled around and after a 
quick briefing, 17 members (some 
familiar faces, some new) in 15 cars, 
tops dropped ready to hit the road. 

We quickly made our way through 

Windsor and Wilberforce, the sun 
was breaching the horizon and 
the Putty was as clear as the eyes 
could see. Leading the group it 
was a great spectacle seeing the 
conga-line of  MX-5s in the rear 
view mirror snake their way over 
the escarpment and down through 
the dense, dry bushland. A quick 
stop and regroup at the Halfway 
House had us back on the road for 
the best 20km of  the trip, down 
through the gorge just before 
Milbrodale. Excellent timing as 
we reached the end of  the twisties 
there was a caravan cruising along 
at well below the speed limit.

A quick right hand turn had us 
heading towards wine country, 

snaking our way through all the 
various vineyards in full bloom 
was quite the spectacle. By now 
I could hear stomachs rumbling 
behind me as we pulled into Cafe 
Wollombi, right on time at 9:45.

Everyone devoured breakfast 
over a few laughs listening to 
Russ Maxwell’s antics and stories.

Everyone said their farewells as 
some members went off  for some 
wine tasting, some hit the freeway 
home and some of  us went home 
via Wisemans Ferry (with Gary 
Nobrega taking the extra long 
way home via the River Road. 

Up The Putty Road 

18 January 2015 Words and Photos by Adam Walker 
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16 November 2014 Words Adam Walker Photos Graham Fletcher and Adam Walker 

A t 7am on 16 
November,  the  cars 
s tar ted ro l l ing  into 

Richmond McDonalds.  A s ly 
comment  was  made,  th is  r un 
should have been ca l led “50 
Shades  of  Grey” ,  not  only 
because  of  the  weather, 
but  the  exc i t ing colour 
combinat ions  of  the  MX-5s. 
I t  was  Grey/Si lver  as  far  as 
the  eye  could see.  This  was 
quick ly  cured wi tht  he  ar r iva l 
of  Jamie  and Rico in  the i r 
much more colourfu l  MX-5s. 

A quick br ief ing was  car r ied 
out ;  we were  fu l l  of  caffe ine 
and ready to  h i t  the  road. 
13 members  in  12 cars  lef t 

for  the  r un up the Bel l s 
L ine.  The heavens opened 
and i t  was  tops  up to the 
f i rs t  waypoint  a t  Be l l .  We 
had a  quick cut  across  the 
Dar l ing Causeway,  re jo ined 
the Highway and made the 
r un down Mount  Victor ia . 

The road was  dr y  on the 
other  s ide  of  the  Range, 
perfect  t iming for  our  next 
waypoint  s top at  the  Jenolan 
Caves  turnoff.  Here  we met 
a  recent ly  jo ined member 
who has  jus t  purchased 
the-Flak-NC with br ight 
orange OZ wheels.  Ter r y 
jo ined the convoy as  we 
z ig-zag ged through the 

nar row passageway into 
Jenolan Caves  and out  the 
other  s ide  for  the  twis ty 
h i l l  c l imb up to Oberon. 

The Oberon loca ls  were 
overcome with the inf lux 
of  our  be loved Roadsters. 
We prompt ly  re-organised 
the cafe  tab les  and sat  down 
to a  wel l -earned breakfast .   
The return r un had us 
heading back towards  Sydney 
a long the Bel l s  L ine of  
Road just  before  the  Sunday 
af ternoon traff ic  k icked 
in .  Al l  members  enjoyed 
the r un,  despi te  g loomy 
weather  overhead.  Another 
g reat  Sunday morning r un. 

BreakFast Club Heads West 
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Each year during Daylight 
Savings, both the Sydney 
Chapter and BreakFast Club 

have been hosting twilight social 
events/runs.

These events have been running on 
alternative months during Summer 
with the Sydney Chapter hosting a 
successful Fish and Chips Run to 
Balmoral Beach followed by a run to 
Terry Hills via McCarrs Creek. The 
BreakFast Club hosts a burger and run 
evening starting at the famous Paul’s 
Hamburgers at Sylvania with a run 
down to Stanwell Tops via the Royal 
National Park.

This month it was the BreakFast 
Club’s turn and a gathering of  10 
members (with some new faces) met 
for a great burger and a social chat. I 
am one of  those people that will be 
late to my own funeral and it took a 
few phone calls from members to 
remind me that there was an event on. 
That I had organised!

I turned up an hour late just as 
everyone was getting into their 
cars for the quick run. Everyone’s 
(but myself) hungers were suitably 
satisfied, we joined up for a convoy 
run down the Princes Highway and 

Twi l ight Run

down into   Audley and onto Stanwell 
Tops. We got into Stanwell Tops, the 
light was slowly disappearing for some 
great photo opportunities. Sadly, in my 
rush, I had left my camera at home. 
Everyone had a good laugh at my 
antics for the night before the brisk 
run back up to Sydney via the Royal 
National Park.

The next twilight event will be at 
Balmoral Beach on the 25th March 
hosted by the Sydney Chapter.

05 February 2015 Words Adam Walker Photo Alan Vuong
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Canberra

Five Hills Run
Canberra Christmas
Marques in the Park

Photos Roz Barker
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Five Hills Run 

25 JANUARY 2015
Words Nor m  and Roz Barker 

Photos  Roz Barker

W hat a g reat  s tar t  to  the  year, 
on a  g reat  Canber ra  summer 
evening for  th is  r un around 

Canber ra ’s  Lake Bur ley  Gri f f in ,  go ing up 
and down f ive  of  the  h i l l s  around town. 

I t  was  the  Austra l ia  Day long weekend and 
on th is  r un we met  many other  Canber rans 
who were  out  en joy ing the day.  19 MX-5s 
l ined up in  f ront  of  the  Russe l l  off ices  and 
af ter  a  br ief ing ,  Nor m and Roz Barker  led 
the g roup to the f i rs t  h i l l  Mt Pleasant  (Hi l l  1 ) 
which i s  in  the  g rounds of  Duntroon/ADFA. 

There  was  a  shor t  s top to 
take in  the  v iew and a  chat . 
The convoy the proceeded to Mt Ains l ie 
(Hi l l  2 ) ,  which involved a  s teep c l imb on 
a  winding road.  Another  shor t  s top,  wi th 
some not  ab le  to  res i s t  the  ca l l  of  ice 
-creams be ing so ld  f rom a  van at  the  top. 
The route  then took us  past  the  Austra l ian 
War Memoria l  and down Anzac Parade. 

At  the  bottom of  Anzac Parade the g roup
turned r ight  and fo l lowed the lake  a long 
to  Black Mounta in  (Hi l l  3 ) .  Another  s teep 
and winding road,  wi th no s topping ,  jus t 
c i rc l ing the car  park wi th the leader  meet ing 
the ta i l  end as  they made i t  to  the top.  At 
the  bottom of  Black Mounta in  we made our 
way west  to  the Nat iona l  Arboretum and up 
to the top of  Dair y  Far mers  Hi l l  (Hi l l  4 ) . 

Here  we a l l  parked and took in  the 
v iew back across  the  lake  to  the c i ty.           
We then drove past  the  Canber ra  Zoo and 
across  the  top of  Scr ivener  Dam, through 
Cur t in  and Deakin and up Red Hi l l  (Hi l l 
5 ) .  At  the  top the convoy for med up in 
the car  park for  some photos  and then 
down the h i l l  to  Melbourne Avenue around 
Par l iament  House v ia  Sta te  Circ le  and 
to Lennox Gardens for  a  BBQ/picnic. 

Ever yone thanked the leaders  for 
organis ing the Roulet tes  d isp lay.   Trouble 
i s,  how can we top th is  for  next  year?
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A Canberra Christmas 

C anber ra  Chapter ’s  major 
funct ion for  the  year  was 

he ld  a t  in  the  “Stone Room” 
at  “Graz ing” ,  a  de l ightfu l 
res taurant  in  Gundaroo.  The 
co-convenors,  ab ly  ass i s ted 
by Rick and Judy Andrews 
who l ive  loca l ly,  ar r ived 
ear ly  and decorated the 
tab les  in  a  Chr is tmas theme. 
Paul  Beerwor th ,  our 
chapter ’s  L i fe  Member,  led 
the major i ty  of  a t tendees  on 
the shor t  r un out  to  the venue 
and 33 chapter  members 
and one guest  a t tended the 
funct ion.  Consumpt ion of  
entrees  and mains  preceded 
the drawing of  a  door  pr ize, 
presentat ion of  severa l  g i f ts 
of  apprec ia t ion,  and the 
awarding of  5-year  tenure 
badges  to  Diana Keel ing 

and Matt  Shepherdson. 
This  was  fo l lowed by our 
t ime-honoured pract ice  of  
present ing g i f ts  to  members 
who organised and led 
the var ious  Chapter  r uns 
for  2014.  Alan Bottcher 
was  a l so presented wi th a 
smal l  g i f t  in  apprec ia t ion 
of  h is  ef for ts  in  supply ing 
the beaut i fu l  euca lypt-bur l 
p l inths  which became par t 
of  the  phys ica l  awards  for 
the  Chapter  Member  of  the 
Year  and the Chapter  Motor 
Spor t  Member  of  the  Year.
The chapter ’s  Motor  Spor t 
Member  of  the  Year  for 
2014 was  then announced, 
wi th the award going to 
Peter  Bat t i sson.  Peter  i s 
our  top points-scorer  in 
motor  spor t  and a  wor thy 

rec ip ient  of  th is  award due 
to  h is  regular  involvement 
both as  a  compet i tor  and an 
off ic ia l  a t  c lub t rack days.
The 2014 Chapter  Member  of  
the  Year  award was  awarded 
to wor thy rec ip ients,  Nor m 
and Roz Barker.  Nor m and 
Roz have been involved 
in  most  aspects  of  c lub 
act iv i ty,  f rom organis ing 
and leading r uns  through to 
a t tendance a t  soc ia l  events 
and making contr ibut ions 
to  Club Torque magaz ine. 
Desser ts  and coffee 
ended the day,  which was 
obvious ly  en joyed by a l l  who 
at tended.  Our thanks  to  the 
management  of  “Graz ing” 
for  the  h igh s tandard of  
meals  and ser v ice  provided. 

14 December 2014 Words Tony and Iris McDonald Photos Damon Muller 
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Marques in the Park 

F or those not  fami l iar  wi th 
th is  Canber ra  event ,  i t  i s  an 
annual  g ather ing of  cars  of  

a l l  types,  and the i r  enthus ias t ic 
owners,  for  d isp lay  to  the publ ic.  

The event  has  been r unning for  many 
years,  and at t racts  exhib i ts  f rom many car 
c lubs.   This  year ’s  event  was  he ld  a t  John 
Knight  Park in  Belconnen,  and by my 
est imat ion,  over  250 cars  par t ic ipated .
The Canber ra  Chapter  was  represented 
by n ine g leaming cars  wi th a l l  ser ies 
on d isp lay.   Dur ing the course  of  the 
morning ,  we were  jo ined by others  (non-
members)  wi th the ir  cars,  and at  one point 
there  were  17 MX-5s on d isp lay.   Red 
NAs eas i ly  outnumbered NBs and NCs.  

The c lub banner  g reat ly  ass i s ted 
MX-5 dr ivers  to  locate  our  s i te  and no 
doubt  provided a  foca l  point  for  those 
interested in  f inding out  more about  the 
c lub.   I  personal ly  spoke to  three  people 
who showed keen interest  in  jo in ing up.

Adjacent  to  our  s i te  were  some 
exce l lent  marques  such as  Porsche and 
Fer rar i  (9  or  so cars ) ,  so  they obvious ly 
apprec ia ted the c lassy  company! 
The event  off ic ia l ly  ran f rom 10 am to 
3  pm,  but  the  threat  of  a  hotter- than-
usua l  day  had many cars  ar r iv ing ear ly, 

and subsequent ly  leav ing pr ior  to  the 
off ic ia l  f in ish t ime.   Never the less, 
the  genera l ly  h igh s tandard of  d isp lay 
of  golden o ld ies,  exot ics,  super-
modif ieds,  and musc le  cars  provided 
a  wonderfu l  spectac le  (and some 
g reat  photo oppor tuni t ies )  for  those 
who at tended the event .   Our chapter 
members  a l l  en joyed the i r  t ime at 
MITP,  and wi l l  no doubt  put  the i r 
hands up as  par t ic ipants  next  year.
Hopeful ly  next  year  our  chapter  wi l l 
be  able  to  d isp lay  a  g reater  number  of  
vehic les,  perhaps  inc luding an ND or 
two!  Let ’s  wai t  and see.

09 November 2014 Words and Photos Tony McDonald 
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Hunter

Photo Josh Fitzgerald

Photo Peter Hilkmann 

RFS Presentation
Show ‘n’ Shine 
Christmas in the Park 
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Christmas
 in the 
Park 

T radit iona l ly  the  Hunter  Chapter  do 
a  dr ive  before  ar r iv ing a t  a  locat ion, 
but  th is  year  wi th the weather 

producing af ternoon thunder  s tor ms a l l 
the  week leading up the event ,  we dec ided 
to  just  meet  up for  our  XMAS get  together 
a t  Speers  Point  Park in  the  cool  of  the 
la te  af ternoon bes ide  the  shores  of  Lake 
Macquar ie  wi th a  c lose-by a l ternat ive.

The weather  was  k ind to  our  22 members 
and a  v is i tor  as  we enjoyed a  BYO BBQ 
and Picnic  Tea .  Even “Kuntr y  Kuzzin” 
drove down from Tamwor th for  the 
af ternoon to jo in  us  which was  fantast ic.
With 13 MX-5s decorated in  a  Chr is tmas 
theme,  judging was  ver y  keenly  contested . 
John & Gaye Morgan won by a XMAS Bell  gap.

Lots  of  laughs and some XMAS thank yous 
for  the  people  that  made our  r uns  & hard 
work spec ia l  in  2014.  The Hunter  Chapter 
has  had a  g reat  year  and we are  looking 
forward to  many more events  in  2015. 

22 December 2014 Words Bob Pimm
Photos Peter Hilkmann 
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Show ‘n’ Shine in the Vines 
Some headed off  wi th roofs 
down and others  chose to 
not  r i sk  i t  was  we zoomed 
over  towards  Minmi ,  Mount 
Sugar loaf ' s  n ice  winding 
roads  and across  into the 
back of  Cessnock tak ing the 
p ic turesque v iews of  the  v ines. 
Ar r iv ing a t  our  Lovedale  Store 
lunch locat ion we were  g reeted 
by Paul  & Janee.  They had 
enjoyed a  busy  few days  in  the 
Hunter  Val ley  Wine countr y 
area  host ing Mick Jag ger ' s 
Rol l ing Stones  concer t  which 
at t racted over  18 ,000 people. 
Lunch s tar ted ro l l ing  out  wi th 
a  choice  of  three  se lect ions 
and fo l lowed by desser ts  and 
ons i te  roasted coffees.  The 
crew were  asked to  answer 
a  ser ies  of  t r icky  MX-5 
quest ions  and the winners 
were  awarded some interest ing 
i tems as  spot  pr izes.  The t ime 
came to announce the winners 
of  the  Hunter  Chapter  Show n 
Shine 2014 . . .  and the winners 
were :

M embers  of  the  Hunter 
Chapter  love break ing 
out  the  shampoo, 

pol i sh and c laybar  for  a  b i t  of  
Show ‘n’  Shine compet i t ion. 
The inaugura l  Hunter  Show 
‘n’  Shine las t  year  was  a 
g reat  success  and th is  year  i t 
promised to  be even bet ter.
The weather  forecast  promised 
to  be war m but  an ear ly  c loud 
dec ided to  make ra in  whi le 
s ign ing on at  our  Beresf ie ld 
meet ing spot .  Ever yone had 
gone to  a  huge effor t  in 
prepar ing the i r  cars  for  the  day, 
so i t  was  dec ided to  complete 
the  Show n’Shine judging in 
l ight  dr izz le  ra ther  than at  the 
lunch s top where  they would 
inevi tab ly  be covered in  g r ime.
Judging was  d iv ided into three 
g roups for  NA,  NB,  and NC 
us ing a  bas ic  scor ing sheet ,  in 
addi t ion to  people ' s  choice. 
After  the  judging the ra in 
s topped,  of  course,  and the 
roads  even dr ied before  our 
la te  depar ture.

NA	 Phi l  & Helen Mayo	
NB	 Dean & Rowan Morgan
NC	 Rachel  Crawford
	
People ' s  Choice 
	 Phi l  & Helen Mayo	
 
Overa l l  Champion			 
	 Phi l  & Helen Mayo
	  
Head & Tai l s  Hamper  Award	
	 Maureen Hi lkmann	
Donated by Lovedale  Store

The Lovedale  Store  had proved 
a  popular  breakfast  and coffee 
s top for  people  heading home 
in  the morning.  Also a  wel l 
admired Blue NA soon took 
centre  of  the  row of  the  cars 
wi th many tak ing t ime to look 
over  th is  MX-5 wi th d i f ferent 
extras  not  of ten seen.  A big 
thank you to Paul  & Janee for  a 
g reat  day  and hopeful ly  we can 
return soon aga in  enjoy the i r 
hospi ta l i ty. 

23 November 2014 Words Mark Gray Photos Peter Hilkmann 
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Hunter RFS Presentation
8 November 2014 Words Mark Gray Photos Josh Fitzgerald 

I n October  2013,  the 
Medowie  Fir ies  were 
bat t l ing  away to  save many 

proper t ies  in  the  Hunter  reg ion 
from the ravages  of  bushf i res. 
Twelve months  la ter,  on 
Saturday 8th November  2014, 
the  Hunter  Chapter  of  the 
MX-5 Club of  NSW showed 
the i r  g rat i tude by present ing 
a  donat ion from var ious 
fundra isers  to  our  chosen 
Rura l  F i re  Ser v ice  reg ion 
of  Por t  Stephens for  the i r 
wel fare  and cater ing d iv is ion.

Planning was  essent ia l  to 
ensure  a  g roup of  Hunter 
MX-5ers  were  ava i lab le  to  meet 
the  Medowie  RFS on a  su i tab le 
day  for  the  presentat ion. 
We s tar ted a t  Wi l l i amtown 
McDonalds  wi th 11 MX-5s and 
13 members  for  the  shor t  dr ive 
to  Medowie.  As we entered the 
roundabout ,  where  the RFS are 
located ,  I  don’t  know who had 
most  smi les  on the i r  faces  -  the 
MX-5ers  or  the  RFS Volunteers. 

We were  g reeted wi th a 
carpark fu l l  of  f i re  vehic les 
and volunteers.  They ar ranged 
to park us  in  f ront  of  the  f i re 
vehic les  and they were  keen to 
get  photos  just  as  much as  our 
members  were.  The hospi ta l i ty 
the  f i r ies  showed us  was 
except iona l  and rea l ly  made 
us  fee l  th is  was  a  char i ty  that 
i s  ver y  wor thy of  our  suppor t .

The $1000 donat ion wi l l  go 
towards  the cost  of  s l ide-
out  t racks  for  the  por table 
f r idges,  LED por table  l ight 
and power  pack ,  these  wi l l 
make l i fe  eas ier  for  the  wel fare 
& cater ing d iv is ion who 
make sure  the  f i re  f ighters 
are  wel l  fed and watered .

They inv i ted us  to  have a  look 
around the s ta t ion and see 
what  they do and even they 
loved a l l  the  conver t ib les.
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Photo Bryan Shedden 

Illawarra Christmas Party

Fiona’s Floral Frolic

Illawarra
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Our new Convenors  wi l l 
be  Jan & Gar r y  Gibson.
Addi t iona l ly  some recogni t ion 
to  Mark & Hel la  Underwood 
for  the i r  t i re less  work in  the 
'Runs Coordinator '  ro le  (which 
seemed to encompass  near ly 
ever y  facet  imaginable ! )  and 
to Tony & Jenny Heathwood 
for  the i r  rega l ia  and f inance 
endeavours.  F ina l ly  thanks 
to  our  MX-5 Club Pres ident , 
who whi l s t  working over t ime 
coordinat ing the whole  Club, 
f inds the t ime to be ful ly involved 
in  our  I l l awar ra  Chapter. 

Whi le  our  Chr is tmas Par ty 
and awards  presentat ion 
was  set  to  commence at 
2pm at  Alb ion Park Rai l  Ten 
Pin Bowl ing Centre  on 14 
December,  i t  seemed l ike  a 
waste  of  a  perfect ly  good 
morning not  to  beg in wi th 
a  shor t  r un.  6  cars,  wi th 
a l l  occupants  f i t ted wi th 
Santa  Claus  hats,  s tar ted 
f rom Haywards  Bay through 
Albion Park to  the lush 
countr ys ide  of  Jamberoo 
and on to the Saddleback 
Mounta in  Lookout .  The t r ip 
to  our  f ina l  dest inat ion took 
us  through Jer rara  and onto 
the Swamp Road for  a  r un 
up the Pr inces  Highway.  At 
the  AMF Bowl ing Centre  we 
met  up wi th the remainder 
of  the  cont ingent ,  ready 
for  refreshments  and two 
games of  "non-compet i t ive" 
ten p in bowls.  Teams were 
posted on the screens, 
s ledg ing was  d iscreet ,  s t r ikes 
were  rare  but  re jo iced 
wi th g reat  enthus iasm.
A wide var ie ty  on new 
bowl ing s ty les  were 
exhib i ted ,  some probably 
never  seen before in  a  bowl ing 
a l ley.  Peter  was  judged 

best  on s ty le  and the day ' s 
champion was  Anna Nietner. 
Kei th  Monaghan was  men's 
champion,  and Alex Shedden 
won the hot ly  contested 
under  30s  championship. 
A l ight  lunch was  fo l lowed 
by presentat ions  and awards. 
I l l awar ra  Chapter ' s  2014 
Member  of  the  Year  i s  Peter 
Feutr i l l ,  a  wel l  deser ved 
award,  wi th  enthus ias t ic 
contr ibut ions  to  a l l  a reas 
of  the  Chapter.  The New 
Member  of  the  Year  was  Jan 
Gibson,  who cer ta in ly  " learnt 
the  ropes"  th is  year  and 
showed even more enthus iasm 
by tak ing up a  Convenor ' s 
ro le  for  2015!  Run leaders 
and chapter  volunteers  were 
recognised -  Mark & Hel la 
Underwood,  Tony & Jenny 
Heathwood,  Peter  & Janet 
Wheeldon,  F iona & Br yan 
Shedden,  Brendan Bar r  & 
Anna Nietner,  Phi l  & Sandra 
Reid ,  Peter  & J i l l  Feutr i l l , 
and Kieren Heikkinen.
So ended a  fabulous  year 
for  Phi l  & Sandra  Reid ,  our 
hard working Convenors, 
who are  s tepping as ide  to 
take up the Rega l ia  pos i t ion 
for  the  I l l awar ra  Chapter. 

Illawarra Christmas Party 
14 December 2014 Words Barry Pope Photos Bryan and Fiona Shedden 
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HUNTER

Fiona’s Floral Frolic 
19 November 2014 Words Bryan Shedden Photos Fiona Shedden 

T hose who know my 
wife  Fiona wi l l  be  ver y 
wel l  aware  that  she has 

g reen thumbs and a  pass ion 
for  g arden des ign .  With th is  in 
mind,  F iona ordered a  s lot  in 
the  I l l awar ra  Chapter  ca lendar 
for  a  v is i t  to  the  Austra l ian 
Botanic  Gardens a t  Mt Annan, 
where  she could share  her 
pass ion wi th other  MX-5ers. 
Establ i shed in  1988 on 
for mer  far mland,  the  Garden 
showcases  Austra l ian f lora 
amongst  ro l l ing  h i l l s  and lakes 
in  Sydney ’s  suburban south-
west .  That ’s  the  botanica l 
b i t  sor ted – as  for  p lanning 
and leading the dr ive  there, 
"you can do that"  I  was  to ld . 
OK boss.  18 people  in  n ine 
MX-5s ar r ived for  the  s tar t  a t 

Haywards  Bay on 9  Nov 2014, 
inc luding v is i tors  Carol  & 
Graeme from Manger ton who 
were  keen to sample  a  c lub 
r un.  They jo ined the c lub a  few 
days  la ter  –  welcome aboard ! 
I  des igned a  shor t  but  sweet 
dr ive.  From Albion Park we 
c l imbed through the anc ient 
ra inforest  of  Macquar ie 
Pass,  and turned onto the 
s tunning sc lerophyl l  forested 
Tour is t  Road.  We sk i r ted 
around Mit tagong v ia  Range 
Road,  Old South Road and 
Old Hume Highway,  before 
jumping onto the Freeway for 
a  quick b las t  to  Mt Annan.
After  a  shor t  walk to The Sundia l 
of  Human Involvement ,  we 
found severa l  Macar thur  Mob 
MX-5s and an RPM r ing- in  had 

jo ined us,  swel l ing  our  number 
to  27 people.  F iona gave us  a 
botanica l  commentar y  over  the 
CBs as  we s lowly  drove to  our 
p icnic  spot .  Then out  came 
the p icnic  r ugs,  fo ld-up cha i rs 
and hampers  as  we sprawled 
ourse lves  on the shaded g rass 
for  lunch.  P lenty  of  f r iendly 
conversat ions  and mingl ing 
ensured a  thoroughly  re lax ing 
and enjoyable  af ternoon. 
After  lunch,  many of  us  d id 
a  shor t  walk ing tour  of  the 
Connect ions  Garden.  I t ’s  a 
s tunning d isp lay  and the var ie ty 
of  f lora  i s  t r u ly  amazing.  Jan 
sa id  i t  best :  "We def in i te ly  have 
a  beaut i fu l  par t  of  the  wor ld . 
Great  spot  for  our  p icnic  lunch 
and as  a lways  g reat  company." 
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Port to Comboyne Run 
12 January 2015 Words Greg Cox Photos Keiran Rodgers 

B eing our  f i rs t  out ing 
for  2015,  and wi th 
inc lement  weather 

threatening ,  i t  was  p leas ing 
to  have our  largest  g roup to 
date  cons is t ing of  n ine cars 
(or ig inat ing f rom Wingham in 
the South to  Nambucca Heads 
in  the  Nor th)  depar t  the  Por t 
Macquar ie  Ser v ice  Centre 
for  the  Boorganna Nature 
Reser ve near  Comboyne.

The weather  was  threatening 
as  we t rave l led west  on the 
Oxley  Highway to  Wauchope, 
where  we s topped to ra i se 
our  tops  as  heavier  ra in 
s tar ted .  We soon reached the 
turn off  to  Byabar ra ,  where 
we could open the throt t le 
to  the  speed l imi t  a long 
s t retches  of  f la t  and cur ved 
road wi th l i t t le  t raf f ic  and 

enjoy the mounta in  scener y.
After  s lowing to  dr ive  through 
Byabar ra ,  we commenced 
the c l imb up the Broken 
Bago mounta in  range to  the 
Comboyne Plateau ,  en joy ing 
a  perfect  MX-5 h i l l  c l imb of  
sharp corners  and dog leg 
turns  that  we had to  approach 
somewhat  conser vat ive ly 
due to  the wet  condi t ions.
Our next  s top was  the qua int 
v i l l age  of  Comboyne,  where 
we enjoyed morning tea  a t  the 
Udder  Cow Café  a  de l ightfu l 
spot  for  coffee,  cake,  and 
a  break f rom the ra in .

Refreshed from our  br ief  
s top,  we cont inued the shor t 
dr ive  to  the Boorganna Nature 
Reser ve,  where  our  more 
act ive  members   a t tempted 
a  ra inforest  walk  descending 

to  v iew the Rawson Fa l l s.
After  sur v iv ing the mosqui tos 
and leeches,  they  returned 
and we then set  off  for  our 
lunch at  the  Blue Poles  Café 
and Ar t  Gal ler y  a t  Byabar ra , 
a  t iny  set t lement  on the 
road back to  Wauchope.
Our host  Ian had set  up tab les 
for  us  on the outs ide  ba lcony 
looking down a  beaut i fu l 
va l ley,  and once aga in ,  the  ra in 
he ld  off  for  most  of  our  s tay. 
This  unusua l  venue combines  a 
var ied menu a long wi th a  d isp lay 
of  loca l ly  produced ar t ,  and a 
B&B for  those wish ing to  s tay.
After  a  de l ic ious  meal  wi th 
g reat  company,  which was 
enjoyed by a l l ,  i t  was  soon 
t ime to depar t  for  home 
looking forward to  our  next 
MX-5 Club r un in  Febr uar y.
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Rol lands Plain Run 

Mike Walkden-Brown with 
h is  Member  of  the  Year 
p laque and a  bott le  of  red 
as  acknowledgement  and 
thanks  for  h is  contr ibut ion 
to  the Chapter  th is  year.  
We a lso presented Keiran 
Rodgers  wi th an MX-5 cap 
and scarf  as  thanks  for  h is 
photog raphic  sk i l l s  and as 
r unner  up Member  of  the 
Year.   Mark Wi lson from 
Por t  Macquar ie  Mazda was 
thanked for  h is  ongoing 
suppor t  of  our  Chapter.

or  cars,  though we d id  have 
the oppor tuni ty  to  tes t  our 
brakes  and react ion t imes.  
We a lso kept  a  war y  eye  for 
the  ca l f  on our  re turn r un 
a long the same piece  of  road.

After  s topping at  the 
Rol lands  Pla ins  Hal l  for  a 
photo shoot ,  we cont inued 
on to the end of  the  tar 
before  turning around 
and heading off  to  the 
River mark Café  in  Por t 
where  Mark and Jodie  were 
wai t ing to  jo in  us  for  lunch.
Dur ing lunch we presented 

T he weather  forecast 
was  for  thunderstor ms, 
not  the  best  por tent 

for  our  Chr is tmas lunch; 
but  for tunate ly  (and not  so 
unusua l )  the  forecast  was 
wrong.   We had a  beaut i fu l 
sunny day wi th some breeze, 
so we had a  g reat  dr ive.
We s tar ted f rom our  usua l 
p lace  a t  the  Por t  Macquar ie 
Ser v ice  Centre  and 
welcomed two new faces 
(and cars )  to  our  Chapter 
–  James and Peter  both 
wi th NBs.   I  spotted few 
envious  g lances  a t  Peter ’s 
number  p la te  MX5 1 .   They 
don’t  get  bet ter  than that !
We were  a  l i t t le  la te  set t ing 
off  as  Mike ant ic ipated an 
ear ly  lunch and at tempted 
to  meet  us  a t  our  lunch 
venue but  a  quick phone ca l l 
ensured that  he delayed lunch 
and drove wi th us  instead .
So we had seven cars  wi th 
ten aboard as  we set  off  on 
our  Rol lands  Pla ins  Run v ia 
Wauchope,  re turning v ia 
Teleg raph Point .   We d id 
however  encounter  a  su ic ida l 
goanna and a  wander ing 
ca l f  but  for tunate ly  no 
har m was done to  cr i t ters 

08 December  2014 Words Peter  Rodgers  Photos  Kieran Rodgers 
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The af ternoon saw us  enjoy the 
qua l i fy ing sess ions  of  the  GT3 
12hr  Product ion cars  f rom the 
Comfor t  of  David & Gaynor ’s 
Rydges  Hote l  Ba lcony s i tuated 
at  the  end of  Conrod Stra ight .
Most  of  us  had d inner  a t 
the  Schni tze l  house and bar 
ce lebrat ing Linton Jones ’ 
35th Bir thday and exchanging 
s tor ies  on a  most  exc i t ing 
Saturday.  What  a  concidence 
that  car  35 won the race.
Sunday morning was  an 
ear ly  5 .30am star t  in  the 
dark for  the  12hr  race.  
The fu l l  f ie ld  of  50 exot ic 
internat iona l  race  cars  was  a 
spectacular  s ight  to  behold .
There  were  some of  the  wor ld ’s 
best  GT3 product ion cars 
in  a t tendance inc luding the     
Aston Mar t in  Vantage,  Audi 
R8 LMS,  Bent ley  Cont inenta l , 
Fer rar i  458 ,  Lamborghin i 
LP560,  Mercedes  SLS AMG, 
Nissan GTR Nismo,  Porsche 

M t Panorama Bathurst 
i s  Motorspor t  Heaven 
and one of  the 

wor lds  best  rac ing c i rcu i ts.
A sunny Saturday morning  
g reeted  11 enthus ias t ic  MX-5 
Club of  NSW cars  for  our  r un 
to  the Legendar y  Mt Panorama, 
Bathurst  12hr  weekend.
We met  up wi th an addi t iona l 
4  MX-5s p lus  2  RX-8s  in 
Bathurst  for  an 8 .30am star t .
Upon ar r iva l  we f ina l ly 
swamped the 10 cars  f rom 
the Toyota  86 Club who 
shared the Har r i s  Park c lub 
cars  area  wi th us  a long wi th 
the HSV Club,  Torana Club 
Subar u Club and a  g ag g le 
of  Fer rar i s,  Lamborghin is, 
McLarens  and Bent leys.
We a l l  en joyed the morning 
fes t iv i t ies  whi le  anxious ly 
awai t ing our  Parade Lap 
around the Legendar y   Mt 
Panorama c i rcu i t  fo l lowing the 
pace car  wi th our  tops  down.

GT3 and many more cars  a l l 
l ined up on the mult i  mi l l ion 
dol lar  s tar t ing g r id .  Eventua l ly 
af ter  12 g r ue l l ing  hours  the 
Nissan GTR Nismo team won 
the race,  fo l lowed by the Audi 
R8,  Aston Mar t in  Vantage 
and the unlucky Bent ley.
This  i s  the  four th t ime we 
have been to th is  event  which 
i s  g rowing larger  in  popular i ty.         
I  would l ike  to  thank Ian and 
Tim from Race l ine  Events  who 
organised a l l  the  Club Cars 
a long wi th the hot ly  contested 
show and sh ine compet i t ion. 
Cong ratu la t ions  goes  out  to             
Luke Kovacic  who won the Most 
Outstanding Deta i l  Award for 
h is  NB 18 SE street/track car.
Next  year  we wi l l  endeavour  to 
get  even more of  our  wor ld ’s 
most  popular  conver t ib le 
MX-5s to  th is  exc i t ing weekend 
of  Motorspor t  Heaven. 
Diar i se  th is  event  as  a  must 
do on the weekend somet ime 
in  ear ly  Febr uar y  2016. 

Bathurst 12 Hour Weekend 

07 - 08 February 2015 Words and Photos Joe Kovacic 
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T he firs t  F ish ‘n’ 
Chip Run for  2015 
threatened ra in  a l l  day 

and to be honest ,  I  genuine ly 
wondered i f  anyone was 
going to  turn up.  With 
Sydney copping a  dumping 

Sydney 

Twi l ight F ish‘n’Chips Run 

a l l  day,  i t  was  looking 
b leak but  miraculous ly 
the  ra in  subs ided around 
5pm and at  the  meet ing 
point  in  Kir r ib i l l i ,  5  cars 
took the g amble  on the 
weather  which pa id  off. 

A f ine  d inner  a t  “Bottom of  
The Harbour” on Balmora l 
Beach fo l lowed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
where  the wor ld ’s  most 
popular  roadster  was  the hot 
topic  of  d iscuss ion.  Al l  in  a l l , 
a  good night  was  had by a l l . 

Words  and Photo Guy Coles 
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Once aga in  the MX-5 Club of  
NSW has  hosted a  successfu l 
dr iver  t ra in ing day a t  the 
Mar ulan Driver  Tra in ing 
Centre.  I t  was  to  be a  seamless 
day  of  sp i r i ted dr iv ing 
which catered to  a l l  l eve ls 
of   indiv idua l  exper ience.

I t  was  a l so the f i rs t  t ime a  new 
extens ion of  the  t rack would 
be used at  a  c lub event .  As th is 
new sect ion of  t rack was  an 
unknown ent i ty  -  as  i t  inc ludes 
a  par t icu lar ly  interest ing 
banked ha i rp in bend -  i t 
was  bound to be a  hot  topic. 

On a  c lear,  cool  and sunny 
Sunday morning ,  dr ivers 
and spectators  a l ike  t r ick led 
in ,  inc luding two kangaroos 
s i t t ing  on the s ide  of  the 
t rack -  arguably  the  best  p lace 
for  them to be.  I t  was  not  a l l 

MX-5s as  a  Holden Commodore, 
a  Subar u BRZ,  and Nissan 180Z 
and one loon in  an automat ic 
Corol la  (my husband)  took to 
a  c lear,  c lean and dr y  t rack . 

David Lawler,  our  Compet i t ion 
Secretar y,  conducted the 
dr iver ’s  br ief ing and provided 
some guide l ines  for  beg inners 
and exper ienced dr ivers 
a l ike.  The beg inner  g roups 
were  then introduced to 
the i r  t ra iners  who had ver y 
generous ly  offered the i r  t ime 
to act  as  advisors  for  the  day.

Thanks to  the co-ordinat ion 
of  the  MDTC team coupled 
wi th the exce l lent  dr iv ing 
exhib i ted by ever yone the 10 
minute  sess ions  ran back to 
back a l l  day  wi thout  inc ident 
or  de lay.  Overa l l  the  new 
sect ion of  t rack i s  a  welcome 

addi t ion a l though even the 
MDTC guys  could not  ag ree 
on the best  l ine  due to  the 
subt le t ies  of  the  banking and 
increased speed on the s t ra ight . 

Which leads  to  my and my 
husband’s  s incere  g rat i tude 
and thanks  to  a l l  of  the  other 
organisers  -  David Lawler, 
L indsay  Green,  Helen Green, 
Joshua Fi tzgera ld  and Steve 
Fisher.  Also wor thy of  note 
are  our  volunteers ;  Kei th 
Monaghan,  Stewar t  Temesvar y, 
Russ  Maxwel l ,  Tammie 
Hotz ,  Steve Green,  Br yan 
Shedden,  Tony Wi l l i ams,  Ra lph 
Thompson,  Glenn Thomas 
and David Lawler   The fact 
there  are  a lways  so many 
people  wi l l ing  to  he lp out  i s 
one of  the  g reates t  aspects 
of  th is  c lub (other  than 
the MX-5 i t se l f  of  course) .

Marulan Track Extension Gets Seal of Approval 
01 Febr uar y,  2015 Words Natal ie  Strain Photos  Josh Fitzgerald,  Mel  Kel ler 
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Marulan Track Extension Gets Seal of Approval 

“I’m looking to get a little 
faster, get the lines right 
and learning to trust the 
car. It felt great.” 
Karen Fotheringham

I’ve only had my little car 
for 1 month so I thought 
I’d bring it out and put it 
through it’s paces.”
Ros Holland

“Just hang on! I’ve just 
joined the Hunter Chapter 
8 months ago.”
David Boyes

“It’s my first time 
on a proper track.  
AMAZING.”
Karl Mittman 
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A record f ie ld  of  93 cars  took to the t rack 
for  the  las t  2014 t rack day,  inc luding 9 
members  of  the  Toyota  86 c lub. 

Those of  us  who trave l led to  Goulburn on 
Saturday af ternoon had a  cha l lenging dr ive  as 
50 mm of  heavy ra in  drenched Wakef ie ld  Park 
and sur rounds.   The ra in  cont inued on wel l  into 
Saturday n ight  but  for tunate ly,  a f ter  a  fog g y 
Sunday morning ,  the  weather  c leared .  
However  condi t ions  a t  the  t rack were  not  good.  
A lot  of  so i l  had been washed across  the  t rack 
and Wakef ie ld  Park ’s  Sam was working fur ious ly 
to  get  the  t rack into a  reasonable  condi t ion.   
A cons iderable  amount  of  water  was  removed 
from “Lake Feutr i l l”  and there  was  a  l i t t le 
seepage on the ex i t  of  turn 10 onto the main 
s t ra ight .   The f i rs t  few laps  of  the  f i rs t  r un 
were  r un under  “ye l lows” as  a  precaut ion.
Jean Cook and Cra ig  Dur rant  acted jo int ly  as 
Clerk  of  the  Course ;  Joe  Kovac ic  once aga in  had 
the dummy g r id  under  contro l  wi th  ass i s tance 
f rom Chr is  Rober ts  on the PA.   Phi l  Rober ts 
and Rober t  Kai  acted as  the  Circu i t  Entr y 
Marsha l  and Flag  Marsha l  a t  the  Contro l  Tower.  
Zan,  Nare l le  & Steph looked af ter  t iming whi l s t 
Cobie  & Mar i lyn handled Regis t ra t ion and then 
looked af ter  the  l ights  wi th ass i s tance f rom 
Louise  and Sandra .   Thank you a lso to  a l l  the 
members  who pi tched in  a t  Scr ut ineer ing.
Amongst  the  entr ies  were  a  few interest ing ones. 
The Her r ings  f rom the Mid-Nor th Coast  ar r ived 
wi th Todd’s  ‘Green Machine“ ,  a  second “Green 
Machine” for  Timmy,  a  Cobra  for  Richard and 
an NB for  Kr is ty.   Chr is  Gough entered an 
“Exocet”  a  c lubbie  wi th MX-5 r unning gear.  The 
modif ied road reg is tered NBs in  c lass  6  had the 
s t rongest  entr y  wi th 14 cars.   Eight  lad ies  were 
amongst  the  entrants,  inc luding long t ime c lub 
s ta lwar t  Mat i lda  Mravic ic  making a  welcome 
return dr iv ing an SP Turbo race  car.
As a  mark of  respect  for  Canber ra  Member 
and Track Day Compet i tor  Russe l l  Bat t i sson a 
minute  of  noise  was  obser ved at  lunch t ime.  
We hope you enjoyed i t  Russe l l .  
For tunate ly  the  weather  he ld  off  a l l  day  and 
the t rack “c leaned up” a l lowing compet i tors 
the  oppor tuni ty  to  complete  s ix  t imed r uns  of  
s ix  minutes  each.   Wel l  done to  Jean and Cra ig 
and a l l  the  off ic ia l s  in  achiev ing th is.   Fastes t 
Time of  the  Day went  to  Mat i lda  wi th a  t ime of  
1 :05 .57 ,  Todd Her r ing recorded a  best  t ime of  
1 :07 .03 fo l lowed by Richard in  the  Cobra  wi th 
a  1 :07 .77 .   New comer Chr is  White  recorded a 
1 :08 .30 and Mark Hel lmund did a  1 :08 .64 before 
ret i r ing ear ly  wi th a  cracked brake rotor.  Fastes t 
of  the  86s  was  S imon Smith who recorded a 
1 :11 .17 .

Wakefield Park 

07 December 2014 

Words Mike Hicks	 Photos Greg Unger 
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Words Mike Hicks  Photos  Neil  Tribe 

O ur firs t  Wakef ie ld  Park Track Day 
for  2015 at t racted a  s t rong f ie ld  of  
76 entrants,  unfor tunate ly  a  few 

exper ienced car  problems just  pr ior  to the event 
resu l t ing in  seventy  s tar ters,  s ix ty-s ix  c lub 
members  inc luding s ix  lad ies  and four  v is i tors.

  It was  g reat  to  see  Bob Pimm back at  Wakef ie ld 
Park a long wi th two generat ions  of  Team 
Batt i sson a l though car  i ssues  res t r ic ted the 
number  of  laps  they were  able  to  complete. 
Be ing Febr uar y  one would only  expect 
war m weather  a t  Wakef ie ld  Park and 
the day d idn’t  d isappoint  in  that  regard 
wi th temperatures  reaching 34 deg rees.  

Thanks to  a l l  the  off ic ia l s  for  the i r 
ef for ts  par t icu lar ly  Gr id  Marsha ls  Phi l 
Rober ts,  L indsay  Burke and Blake Hotz 
who spent  most  of  the  day in  the  sun 
and Rod Menzel  our  Clerk  of  Course.
Ten f i rs t  t imers  were  amongst  the  entrants,  a 
couple  of  double  enters  forc ing us  to  sp l i t  them 
into two g roups for  the  purpose of  t ra in ing.  

I t  soon became ev ident  that  the  turbo cars 
were  not  enjoy ing the hot  weather.   The 
morning ran smoothly  wi th few spins  or 
inc idents,  however  af ter  lunch in  about  a 
one hour  per iod one car  put  a  rod through 
the b lock spectacular ly  on the main s t ra ight 
resu l t ing in  the  need to  c lean up the resu l t ing 
o i l  sp i l l  fo l lowed by two cars  that  exper ienced 
var ious  hose problems in  the  one r un.

Fastes t  Time of  the  Day was  recorded by 
Patr ick  Bramston wi th a  lap of  1 :08 .21 ,  second 
was  Phi l  Ashton now tak ing advantage of  h is 
2 .5  l i t res  recording a  best  of  1 :09 .47 wi th 
Cra ig  Gar t lacher  th i rd  on 1 :10 .30 .   Fastes t 
Lady was  our  ed i tor  Mel  Kel ler  in  1 :15 .58 wi th 
Kim Jacobs,  th is  t ime in  a  Renaul t  Megane and 
Tammy Hotz both in  the  1 :18s  keeping Mel 
honest .   Al l  entrants  had the oppor tuni ty  to 
complete  s ix  t imed r uns  each of  s ix  minutes.

Our next  Track Day i s  on Sunday 12th Apr i l  a t 
the  South Circu i t ,  Sydney Motor  Spor t  Park , 
conducted under  a  CAMS Per mit  th is  event 
wi l l  require  compet i tors  to  hold a  minimum of  
a  CAMS L2S Licence.   With the need to  man 
a  minimum f ive  f lag  points  we wi l l  be  looking 
for  ass i s tance in  manning the f lag  points.

Wakefield Park

08 February 2015

38 Club Torque



Words Stuar t  McFayden 
Photos  Stuar t  McFayden  and Craig 

Dur rant  

A bustl ing g r id  of  12 MX-5s l ined up for 
th is  year ’s  b ig  f ina le  a t  Wakef ie ld  Park . 
The round was  tak ing p lace  a t  the  AASA 

ACT State  Championship,  wi th  the headl ine 
act  be ing the Super  Tr ucks.  Late  November 
p lus  Super  Tr ucks  means hot  weather,  sp i l t 
d iese l  and a  s l ipper y  t rack .  Lap t imes were 
to  be less  impor tant  than t rack pos i t ion. 

The f i rs t  f ive  of  s ix  races  over  the  two days  ended 
wi th Danie l  Deckers  tak ing the  wins,  Chr is  White 
in  second and David Stone p ick ing up th i rd .  But 
the  bat t les  that  went  on to make that  happen 
were  fantast ic  to  watch.  Saturday was  a  scorcher, 
t rack temperatures  of  56 deg rees  and cabin 
temperatures  not  much d i f ferent ,  the  rac ing was 
f ierce  but  fa i r  r ight  the  way through the f ie ld . 
Sunday ’s  weather  looked ominous wi th 
thunderstor ms forecast .  In  t r ue  Wakef ie ld 
s ty le  they ro l led over  the  dummy g r id  jus t  as 
we l ined up for  the  f i rs t  race.  I t  absolute ly 
bucketed down with a  few dr ivers  having 
har mless  sp ins  on the d iese l  l aced,  wet  t rack . 
There  were  some cars  wi th re l iab i l i ty  problems; 
two cases  of  gearboxes  cr y ing enough,  some 
fouled p lugs  and an e lectr ica l  g reml in ,  but 
those wi th the know-how pul led together  to 
get  most  back on the t rack .  A mass ive  thanks 
to  ever yone who pi tched in  par t icu lar ly  Danie l 
Deckers,  Gar y  White  and Russe l l  Har r i s.  

The f ina l  race  and the championship dec ider 
was  another  wet  one.  Those wi th wet  tyres  put 
them on and so i t  became a  race  of  the  haves 
and the have-nots.  David Stone commendably 
bat t led on wi th the tyres  that  most  resembled 
s l icks,  but  the  s tand out  perfor mance was  f rom 
Andy Har r i s  who charged h is  way through the 
f ie ld  to  take a  wel l -earned second place.  His  best 
resu l t ,  in  an underpowered car.  He was  second 
place  to  Danie l  Deckers  however,  who was 
fau l t less  and untouchable  a l l  weekend,  winning 
ever y  race  and deser vedly,  the  championship. 
David Stone took second place  and th i rd 
shared between Steve Green and Andy Har r i s.

Thank you to ever yone who he lped organise 
the  events  and a l l  who par t ic ipated .  The sp i r i t 
and camarader ie  on show th is  whole  year  was 
an example  to  a l l  c lub leve l  motorspor t .  Here ’s 
to  a  b ig ger  and even bet ter  2015 MX-5 Cup.

Our sincere thanks to Audio-Technica,   Deckspeed 
and Hydrawash for  provid ing the Cup Trophies. 

MX-5 Cup Round 5

29 - 30 November 2014

Club Torque 39 



I t’s ear ly  March 2014, 
a  Saturday,  and i t s 
pour ing wi th ra in .  16 

race  engines  scream at  each 
other  wai t ing for  a  pa i r  of  
red l ights  to  b l ink out .  A 
few long seconds la ter,  they 
do.  163 compet i t ive  laps 
21 races  24 championship 
entrants  25 round trophies 
4  championship winners  and 
dozens of  Audio Technica 
headphone pr izes  la ter  … … 
we’ve come to the end of  the 
f i rs t  year  of  the  MX-5 Cup. 
I t ’s  been an amazing f i rs t 
year  for  the  Cup.  I t  began 
as  a  twinkle  in  the  eye  of  a 
few MX-5 racers  that  were 
s ick  of  f i l l ing  the back end 
of  someone e lse  g r id  and 
has  g rown to be a  thr iv ing 
categor y  in  i t s  own r ight . 
Gr ids  of  12-16 cars  have 
f i l l ed  ever y  meet  and the 
prospects  look even bet ter 
for  next  year.  The rac ing has 
been hard ,  but  above a l l  fa i r. 

2014 Wrap Up 
Respect  has  been shown up 
and down the g r id ,  each of  
us  knowing that  good c lean 
rac ing i s  not  only  poss ib le 
but  the  pr ior i ty.  With the 
suppor t  of  the  MX-5 Club 
of  NSW, the potent ia l  for 
involv ing many,  many more 
ta lented and enthus ias t ic 
MX-5 dr ivers,  go ing 
forward,  i s  huge.  The long 
and the shor t  of  i t  was  that 
af ter  a  fau l t less  season of  
lead ing the way,  qui te  r ight ly 
Danie l  Deckers  took home 
the 2014 MX-5 Cup af ter  a 
d isc ip l ined and cons is tent 
season.  David Stone took 
home second place  wi th 
metronome l ike  prec is ion 
to  h is  dr iv ing (and a  g reat , 
generous  sp i r i t  of  shar ing 
h is  vast  exper ience wi th new 
compet i tors ) .  Third was 
shared equa l ly  between Steve 
Green and Andy Har r i s,  both 
from the hot ly  contested 
Class  ‘C’ ,  a  tes tament  to  the 

c lass  s t r ucture  that  rewards 
cons is tent  h igh perfor mance 
i r respect ive  of  outr ight 
car  speed.  A huge thank 
you to a l l  the  compet i tors 
who made i t  to  the  rounds 
of  th is  year ’s  Cup.  A race 
ser ies  i s  nothing wi thout  i t s 
compet i tors  and the suppor t 
and enthus iasm from 
ever yone th is  year  has  been 
fantast ic  to  see.  A mass ive 
thank you to our  sponsors : 
Deckspeed Rac ing for  the i r 
pr ize  of  a  sponsored dr ive  a t 
each of  the  rounds th is  year 
(an incredib le  oppor tuni ty 
for  the  winners) .  Audio 
Technica  for  the i r  suppor t 
wi th audio equipment  pr izes 
for  a l l  c lasses  for  each round 
th is  year  and Hydrawash 
for  the i r  sponsorship of  
the  t rophies  for  th is  year ’s 
f ina le.  The Cup promises 
to  be b ig ger  and bet ter 
in  2015 wi th a  dedicated 
webs i te  be ing launched. 

Words by Stuart McFayden Photo Scott Walker 
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A s has been repor ted 
here  in  the  past , 
Deckspeed Rac ing 

offer  MX-5 Club of  NSW 
members  an amazing 
oppor tuni ty  to  win an 
“ar r ive  and dr ive” package 
in  one of  the i r  NC race  cars 
a t  a  round of  the  MX-5 Cup. 
Much to my astonishment , 
my name was  drawn out  of  
the  hat  to  dr ive  in  Round 1 .  
I ’d  never  had the oppor tuni ty 
to  dr ive  a  race  car  on s l icks 
before,  so  I  wasn’t  sure  what 
to  expect .  With some f ina l 
words  of  encouragement 
f rom Danie l ,  I  se t  out  for 
qua l i fy ing.  After  war ming 
the tyres  and genera l ly 
get t ing the fee l  of  the  car 
for  a  few laps,  I  began to 
p ick up the pace (or  so I 
thought ! ) .  Going by the seat 
of  my pants,  I  f igured that  I 
had r un somewhere  between 
a  1 :12 to  1 :13 ,  however  I ’m 

MX-5 Cup Round One
From Agony To Ecstasy (Almost) by Tony King Photo Stuart McFayden 

the  f i rs t  to  acknowledge 
that  I ’m an over ly  caut ious 
dr iver  a t  the  best  of  t imes, 
and even more so when 
in  someone e lse ’s  car  and 
when learn ing to  dr ive  on 
s l icks.  I  s tar ted off  the  rear 
of  the  g r id  and amazing ly, 
managed a  c lean s tar t .  I 
s tuck wi th the pack . . .  unt i l 
the  second corner  when 
they a l l  proceeded to race 
off  into the d is tance,  never 
to  be seen aga in .  My focus 
was  s imply  to  improve my 
lap t imes and to keep a l l 
four  wheels  square ly  on the 
t rack .   I  managed a  somewhat 
p leas ing 1 :11 .8 ;  s t i l l  a  fa i r 
way f rom where  I  had na ive ly 
though that  I ’d  be.  By midday 
the c louds were  bui ld ing 
and o ld  Mr Conser vat ive 
here  was  deadset  scared 
of  doing something s i l l y, 
whereas  the  res t  of  the  
f ie ld  knew i t  was  absolute ly 
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meal  wi th fe l low MX-5 Cup 
compet i tors  a t  a  loca l  pub. 
Sunday dawned a  cool  and 
br ight  day,  perfect  for 
rac ing.  Ar med with a  f resh 
game plan I  eager ly  l ined up 
for  Race 4 .  Al though I  went 
into the corners  far  quicker,  I 
d idn’t  do as  wel l  as  expected 
so Plan B was  quick ly 

for mulated .  This  t ime I 
would re lax  and focus  on 
be ing smooth and cons is tent . 
Something must  have worked 
wi th Race 5  y ie ld ing a  best 
t ime of  1 :10 .8  and the best 
lap in  Race 6  was  a  1 :10 .4 . 
In  the las t  race  I  actua l ly 
managed n ine laps  in  the 
1 :11 ’s  and keep in  contact 
wi th the pack the whole  way.

Wow… what  a  weekend! 
Memorable  for  a  whole 
var ie ty  of  reasons.  Apar t 
f rom spending the weekend 
wi th Danie l  and Deckspeed’s 
race  car,  perhaps  the 
most  sa t i s fy ing aspect 
was  (semi)  successfu l ly 
working through the 
process  of  acknowledging 
the cars  s t rengths  and 
subsequent ly  adapt ing 
my dr iv ing technique to 
su i t .  I t  was  cer ta in ly  a 
character  bui ld ing exerc ise. 

Thanks aga in  to  Danie l 
for  h is  t ime,  pat ience and 
good humour ;  and thanks 
aga in  to  Deckspeed Rac ing 
for  the i r  generous suppor t 
of  the  MX-5 community. 

nothing to  wor r y  about .
My t imes suffered 
according ly  and my best  lap 
was  a  pa infu l ly  laboured 
1 :13 .2 .  A few spr inkles 
in  Race 3  psyched me out 
aga in ,  de l iver ing another 
d isappoint ing resu l t . 
Saturday evening was  spent 
bench rac ing and enjoy ing a 
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Nulon Nationals Round 1

Keith Monaghan Team Manager

I t  was  g reat  to  see  a  lot  of  
las t  year ’s  compet i t ion return 
and take up the o ld  r iva l r ies.

The day was  a  g ymkhana event 
r un over  8  d i f ferent  courses 
head to  head wi th an oppos i t ion 
car.  I t  took a  l i t t le  t ime to 
understand the sys tem but  once 
we had i t  mastered we were 
able  to  g a in  some good resu l ts.

After  the  f i rs t  round we were 
in  7th p lace  (we were  learn ing) .  
After  the  2nd round we were  in 
3rd p lace.   Then we moved into 
2nd p lace.  We were  successfu l 
wi th  keeping the 86 Drivers 
c lub in  3rd p lace  but  we 
couldn’t  catch the RTDC c lub.

The f ina l  resu l ts  for  the 

round are  as  fo l lows : -

Nulon Nat iona ls  Team 
points  af ter  Round 1 :

1st 					   
	 RTDC 		  193 
2nd 
	 MX-5 Club 		  165 
3rd
	 86 Drivers  Club 	 148
4th 
	 Evolut ionOZ 	  130 
5th 
	 SAU NSW 		  120 
6th
	 Club Deutsche	 109 
7th
	 Honda Owners  Club 109  
8th
	 HSV			    41 
9th
	 Aus Ford		   20 

Nulon Nat iona ls  for  2015 
has  s tar ted and i t  wi l l  be 
r un over  4  rounds next  year.
Round 1 was  a  g ymkhana s ty le 
event  he ld  a t  Sydney Motor 
Spor t  Park (Eastern Creek) 

There  are  9  teams compet ing 
in  the  event  wi th Nulon 
making a  10th team.
RTDC; MX-5 Club;  86 
Drivers  c lub;  Evolut ionOZ ; 
SAU – NSW; Club Deutsche ; 
Honda Owners  Club;  HSV; 
Aus Ford and Nulon.

Round 1 has  been r un and 
what  a  day.   The MX-5 
Club team cons is ted of : -
Verne Johnson
Glenn Thomas
Todd Her r ing
David Lawler
Scotty  Gibbs

17 January 2015 
Words Keith Monaghan Photos Keith Monaghan and BC Photography Courtesy of  Nulon
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